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URGENT APPEAL 


- : Friends in the entire area rallied within hours and quantities of clothes 


VOL. XVI NO. 46 | MARCH 12, 1958 $3.00 A YEAR 


~ On Saturday night, March Ist, while the girls were attending a basket- 
ball game in the gymnasium, College Hall, the largest dormitory at 
Montreat College, was destroyed by fire and seventy girls lost all of their 
books, clothing and personal belongings. 


were provided for the girls. However, there is desperate need for money 
with which to buy shoes, personal articles and books. 


The Journal commends this urgent need to its readers in the hope that 
many can send contributions to enable the immediate purchase of new 
books, shoes and other personal equipment. Also, there is need for luggage 
as all of the handbags and trunks were in a store room which was 
destroyed. Toilet articles will also be most welcome. 


Send your contributions to Miss Elisabeth Wilson, Dean of Students, 
Montreat College, Montreat, N. C. 


er See pages 16 and I7 
For Special Offer 
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Don’t Sell the Gospel Short! ! ! 


The Gospel is the best news in all the world. 
But strange to say it is often being sold short. 


In recent weeks an automobile company has 
been running a series of catchy, cut advertise- 
ments — the story of the “world’s leading low- 
pressure salesman.” The point of the story is 
that the merits of the car effect its sale despite 
the ineptitude of the salesman. 


In a very real sense no Christian, be he 
minister of the Gospel or layman from the pew, 
can adequately present the glorious Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, either as a message or as a way 
of life, and where he tries to do this in his 
own strength and wisdom the results are always 
a pitiable flop. 


But good salesmen will dwell on the out- 
standing merits of the product they have for 
sale. Strange to say, in the realm of preaching 
Christ — by word and by deed — we so often 
settle for less than the best. And in some cases 
we leave out the most important elements of the 
Gospel. 


An astute minister recently said: “The great 
trouble with contemporary American preaching 
is not what is said but what 1s left out.” 


“What is left out’’! 


What are you leaving out when you preach 
today? What are we layman omitting as we 
try to speak and live for Him? 


We believe the very heart of the Gospel is the 
part most frequently omitted, that Jesus Christ 
came into this world to save sinners. The world 
is full of sinners for whom Christ died, but 
millions of them do not know it. The average 
congregation contains men and women who are 
lost in sin and need a Redeemer but so often 
they hear moral essays and platitudes having 
to do with secondary matters, or they are en- 
joined to live and work for Christ when they 
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have never had a vital personal experience of 
salvation. 


Are we not selling the Gospel short by leaving 
out sin, its effect and its cure? 


The Gospel also envisions a task. Our own 
church has just been passing through a season 
of world-mission emphasis. The great task of the 
Church is to go out and make disciples of all 
nations, beginning with our next door neighbor 
and never stopping until we have done all we 
can to make Christ known to the world. 


Because of this task we must ever guard 


against an over emphasis on side issues. This 


is not to say that the work of the Church is not 
complex, for it is. But there is always a central 
task and every program and every activity should 
be geared into an effective prosecution of that 
task. 


The Gospel is also a great hope. While there . 


may have been some whose thoughts were so 
centered in the hereafter that they were little 
use for the present, their number is few. There 
is grave danger of trying to make the Gospel 
world-centered, of emphasizing the material 
fruits and the social implications of Christianity 
to the point where they seem of primary im- 
portance, whereas eternal life is God’s great 
gift through faith in His Son. That this life 
begins with saving faith and that death is but 


a transition into an eternity to be spent with 


Christ is a truth which has received far too 
little emphasis. 


There is a good deal of talk today about 
the “well rounded personality.” Fine! Let 
those of us who are Christians be sure that the 
Gospel we preach and which we live is also 
“well rounded” to the point that all of it is 
preached and lived. 


Let us beware lest we sell the conn short. 
—L.N.B. 
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Two Cents — A Symbol 


As we go to press Congress is in the throes 
of debate on the issue of raising the postal 
rates. Passage by the House still means a 
hard fight in the Senate. Although the Post 
Office Department has been operating in the 
red for years; and although the annual deficit 
continues to mount; and although postal 
workers need a raise in wages, the debate will 
wax hot and the pressure of many voters 
will be brought to bear to defeat this increase 
in rates if possible. 


Who likes to pay more for services received? 
Who enjoys the increased costs of living? Who 


does not view with dismay the ever mounting 


disparity between the average income and the 
average budget? 


But, who has the courage to face the facts 
of American economics as they need to be 
faced? For over twenty years we have lived 
in the fools paradise of governmental spend- 
ing, often deficit spending, while the national 


debt has mounted and inflation has eaten away — 


the value of our money and of life savings. 


The clamor over two cents is symbolic of a 
people who think that in some way the gov- 
ernment can operate on economic principles 
which would land the individual in bankruptcy 
or in jail. It is symbolic of a philosophy which 
is based on politically-induced folly. The gov- 
ernment has no money other than that paid 
in by taxpayers, unless it adopts the ultimate 
folly of a printing press currency alone. But 
we scream to high heaven over a two cent 
increase in postal rates when to do otherwise 


means increasing debt. Why not face the post 


office deficit, and all other deficits, and tighten 
our belts and adopt sound economic policies 
before our folly brings our entire economic 
structure down on our heads? 


For several decades America has been plagued 
by some economic “experts” who have failed 
to demonstrate even the first priciple of sound 
economics — paying for the things we get, 
rather than going further and further in debt. 


Politicians have shown themselves woefully 
weak in facing the issue, for along with short- 
sighted constituencies they have demanded 
economics based on wishful thinking and not 
on reality. Fearing the wrath of voters, polli- 
ticians have perpetuated the fallacious philoso- 


phy of national debt until hardly a voice is 


raised in favor of sound economics. 


There are many ways to destroy a nation. 
One of them is to advocate and adopt unsound 
fiscal policies. We have gone far down that 
road. Whether we have the moral stamina 
to stop and reorganize before we are swept 
over the precipice of economic chaos will de- 
pend on a strong leadership not now in sight, 
and it will depend on men and women who 
accept the biblical principle to owe no man 
anything but brotherly love and live by it as 
individuals and demand that we also live by 
it as a nation. 


T'wo cents can become a symbol — a symbol 


of economic folly. 
—L.N.B. 


The “Magic Mirror” 


Dr. Boreham 


See James 1:23; I Corinthians 13:12; 
II Corinthians 3:18 


In the second part of Pilgrim’s Progress where 
the journey of Christiana and the children is 
portrayed, Mercy desires to have the “Magic 
Mirror.” 


The Bible is our Magic Mirror. 


Suppose we could hang this mirror in the 
Assembly Hall of the United Nations, and 
suppose these nations would see themselves as 
the Ruler of the Universe sees them. There 
would be, I am sure, some trembling like the 
trembling of Belshazzar when he saw the hand- 
writing on the wall. 


I wish we could hang it up in Washington 
and in every State Capitol. It would do more 
good than all the investigating committees 
which we have, if used. 


It ought to hang in every church where the 
minister and all the congregation can see it. 


The Gideons have tried to put it in every 
hospital and in every hotel where both the sick 
and the traveler can see it. 


We should have it in every home. It is far 


more important than the many mirrors we have 
_ there. 


It ought to be a personal mirror; hung in 
every heart! 


Inc., in Weaverville, N. C. 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal, a Presbyterian Weekly magazine devoted to the statement, defense, and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints, published every Wednesday by The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
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In the “Magic Mirror” we see ourselves as 
God sees us. 


More than this, however, the Magic Mirror 
has the power to change us. Ordinary mirrors 
only show us what we look like. The Mirror 
of God is permeated with Power. It is used by 
the Holy Spirit to change sinners into saints, 
and to change saints into better saints, from 


glory to glory. 


We look into our glass mirrors many times 
a day, to see if our hair is parted and our face 
clean. Oh, that we might use our Magic Mirror 


every day! 
—J.K.P. 


The Family Altar a Bulwark 
of Defense Against the Tide 
of Juvenile Delinquency 


Washington — Children are most influenced 
by the Christian witness of their parents, an 
award-winning editor and veteran missionary 
surgeon suggested today. 


“In a Christian home probably the greatest 
single influence on children is a realization 
that their parents want them to know Christ 
more than anything else in this world, and 
set such an example in their own lives,” said 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell in the March issue of Chris- 
tianity Today, international religious journal 
of which he is executive editor. (Bell is also 
the father-in-law of evangelist Billy Graham.) 


He said that “the family altar, with daily 
prayer and Bible reading, is one place where 
children learn the difference between temporal 
and spiritual values and where the source of 
man’s ultimate responsibility is centered.” 


“In the home,” added Bell, “young lives are 
bent, moulded and trained, and they are our 
citizens of tomorrow.” He said that “in very 
large measure the character of the home deter- 
mines the character of the nation.” 


Emphasizing the distinction between a house 
and a home, he cautioned that “the marvelous 
gadgets which are a part of house-building can- 
not of themselves turn that house into a home.” 

“The spiritual and moral values that make 
men and nations great,” he said, “are to be 
found within those individuals who turn to 
God for His divine blessing and help. Such 
values are an integral part of the Christian 
home.” 

Last Saturday the Freedoms Foundation 
awarded Bell the George Washington Honor 
Medal and $1,000 as the top editorial award 
for 1957, the editorial entitled “What of To- 
morrow?” having appeared in the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal (June 19, 1957) .—News 
Release. 
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This Mixed-Up World 


Isn’t this a mixed-up world? Everything 
seems to be mixed up. ‘The old accepted forms 
of government seem to have gone awry. Col- 
leges turn out graduates who are ill-prepared 
for life. People try to enjoy the fruits of 


their labor before they have labored and hy. 


pothecate the future to the present. Moral 
standards are being “liberalized’’ by the “‘broad- 
minded,” and even right and wrong, those two 
unmixables, seem about to become mixed up. 


Queer thing about right and wrong. If right 
is mixed with wrong the mixture does not 
seem to become purified, but if just a little 
wrong is mixed with even a lot of right, then 
the right becomes contaminated, and like the 
proverbial, “one rotten apple in a _ barrel”, 
the right is usually destroyed. 


An enemy of Christianity and of clean living 
is this new modern spirit of tolerance, of 
so-called broadmindedness and it should be 
pointed out that the Christian must be utterly 
intolerant of modernistic religions, of any break- 
ing down of moral standards, of any departure 
whatsoever from the strict codes of Christian 
behaviour which are laid down in our Bible. 


The efforts being made in the world today 
to “liberalize” our thinking on religious mat- 
ters and to “modernize” the doctrines and stan- 
dards of our churches are but the devil’s subtle 
efforts to tear down the whole structure by 
undermining its foundations. 


Let’s be on our guard. We can detect the 
wrong from the right by knowing and _ using 
our infallible moral and religious yardstick, 
God’s word — the Bible. 


Flowers That Do Not Fade 


The following letter has just been received by 
the Journal: 


—R.L.C. 


Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 26, 1958. 
Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., 
Editor The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. 
Dear Dr. Dendy: 


Please find enclosed check for $25.00 towards 
the outstanding work that you and your associates 
have been undertaking to preserve the heritages 


of our denomination. I am sending this in memory J 
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of our great “Battle Strategist,’”” Homer McMillan, 
who departed this world on February 8, 1958. 
Instead of sending flowers, I thought it quite 
appropriate for you to use this in carrying on 
the fight that he so enthusiastically championed. 
It strikes me that some type of notice in the 
Journal to the effect that contributions in memory 
of individuals would be gratefully received, and 
letters of sympathy would be posted to the fami- 
lies. Thus, living trusts could be created in the 
place of fading flowers. 


Faithfully yours, 
Willis M. Everett, Jr. 


The Journal is honored to thus have a part in 
perpetuating the memory of this greatly used 
servant of God. Doctor McMillan served our 
Assembly’s Home Mission Committee for fifty- 
one years; first as Associate secretary, then execu- 
tive secretary until 1948 when he was retired, 
but continued as Secretary Emeritus and coun- 
selor, until his death. He was in the forefront 
of some of our church’s greatest campaigns, par- 
ticularly in the cause of Missions, and wherever 
he wrought it was with the power of a life fully 
consecrated to his Lord. 


Mr. Everett’s thought of expressing sympathy 
by an investment in living testimony, “preserving 
our church’s great heritage,” instead of sending 
flowers which fade, is commendable to a high 
degree. The Journal will endeavor to make it 
bear fruit. 


THE RICE INSTITUTE 
Houston, Texas 
February 19, 1958 


Dr. Henry B. Dendy 


Editor, The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I am currently in the midst of a study of the 
Presbyterian Church in the Confederate States 
of America. After contacting many libraries and 
depositories of materials, I still have not been 
able to locate complete files of periodicals and 
newspapers published with Presbyterian backing 
during the years of 1860 through 1865. Because 
of the scarcity of complete files, I am trying to 
piece microfilm files together. 


If possible, I would like to enlist your assistance 
in locating missing numbers of six publications, 
which might be in the possession of your readers. 
If anyone has any issues of the following publi- 
cations for the years noted, and would consent 
to their being microfilmed, I would appreciate 
their contacting me: 


Associate Reformed Presbyterian, Due West, 
S. C., 1860-1865. (Also known as both the Due 
West Telescope and the Erskine Miscellany.) 


Children’s Friend, Richmond, Va., 1862-1865. 


Carolina Presbyterian, Fayetteville, G., 


Soldier’s Visitor, Richmond, Va., any issues. 


Southern Presbyterian, Charleston and Colum- 
bia, S. C., 1862-1865. 
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True Witness, New Orleans, La., 1860-1865? 
(The last date of publication of the Witness is 
unknown. ) 


Sincerely, 


Haskell Monroe 
1850 Colquitt 
Houston 6, Texas 


A Charge 


This is the title of an attractive pamphlet 
reproducing a charge given for the installation 
of young ministers. It is rich with practical 
counsel.* Doctor Francis S. Sampson, the 
author, issued this charge about 110 years ago, 
and it sparkles with a cogency and freshness 
pertinent to the present day. He occupied the 
chair of Oriental Literature at Union Theo- 
logical Seminary (then at Hampden Sydney). 
Dr. Benjamin R. Lacy, President Emeritus of 
U.T.S., in the foreword, states, “His brilliance 
was early recognized; for a year before his 
ordination, at the early age of twenty-four, 
he was elected Instructor in Hebrew at Union 
Seminary. Here he served until his untimely 
death at the age of thirty-nine. In addition to 
his mastery of his subject and his manifest 
excellence as a teacher, he was also a preacher 
much in demand throughout the Synod. His 
personality was characterized by a complete 
absence of self-display or self-seeking, and by 
the possession of modesty, disinterestedness, and 
application to study. Dr. Robert L. Dabney said 
of Dr. Sampson, ‘In his powers of arrangement 
he was undoubtedly superior to any man we 
have ever known.’ It is from the knowledge 
and wisdom, the devotion and consecration, of 
such a scholar and man of God that this mes- 
sage addressed to young ministers over a cen- 
7 ago comes to young ministers in our day.” 


*This pamphlet can be procured at 10 cents 
postpaid, or one dozen for 50 cents, from the 
Presbyterian Journal. 


PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division of Consolidated 
College of Synod of N. 


EDUCATIONAL FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 
OUR YOUTH. 


Louis C. LAMOTTE. PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Carolina 


TRANSIT STORAGE CO. 


LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE 
MOVING AND STORAGE 


TO OR FROM 48 STATES, MEXICO AND ——, 
CALL COLLECT ANY TIME. 


CHARLOTTE, SPARTANBURG, S.C. 
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The Report of the Ad Interim Committee To Study 
The Biblical Teaching and The Proper Use Of 


FOREWORD 


Your Ad Interim Committee, commissioned 
to make a new study of what the Word of 
God reveals as to His will for Christians, con- 
cerning His Holy Day, reports nothing less 
than a tragedy in the life of the Church. 


We have discovered the necessity for a re- 
interpretation for our day. We find a terrific 
divergence between the Biblical teaching in 
regard to the Day set apart by God, and the 
attitude of the Church. 


The Biblical teaching is positive. God, from 
creation, planned the Day for man to pause 
for praise and happy fellowship with Him. 
Man’s tendency through the ages has been, and 
is today, to emphasize the negative. The Day 
which God wanted to be a delight has become 
for many a dull and dreary series of “don'ts.” 


Our study of the Word of God concerning 


His Day has made it unmistakably plain that 
the whole-hearted and regular observance of 
God’s Holy Day is indispensable to a God- 
pleasing and God-sustained life, a life able 
to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 


Your Committee has also examined with 
sincerity and sympathy the actual circumstances 
which confront men and women in our world 
today, as they, as. Christians, face this indispen- 
sable and timeless provision of our loving Heav- 
enly Father for our growth. It is recognized 
that obstacles to full-hearted obedience to God’s 
will, in this matter, have become especially 
keen and formidable today. 


Your Committee, however, has rejoiced to 
discover in the Word of God positive guiding 
principles for the refreshing and fruitful uses 


of God’s Holy Day which make the experience 


of it both immeasurably dear and immeasurably 
dynamic in the life of man. 


I. Biblical Teaching 


In setting forth the Biblical teaching concern- 
ing the Lord’s Day, one must begin with the 
Old Testament. For, while the New Testament 
gives to the observance of the Lord’s Day a 
new interpretation, and frees it from the Jewish 
law, the Christian Sunday is nevertheless a de- 
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The Lord’s Day to the Ninety Eighth General Assembly 


velopment of the Old Testament Sabbath and 
cannot be understood apart from it. 


1. The Sabbath in the Old Testament 


1) Whatever its ultimate origins may have 
been, the Sabbath assumed its unique position 
in Israel with Moses. Jt 1s included among the 
Ten Commandments and was thus one of the 
cardinal stipulations of the covenant which 
made Israel a people. (Exodus 20:9-11; Deut. 
5:12-15) We may assume that it was accorded 
an importance equal to that of the other com- 
mandments of the Decalogue: to worship no 
other god, to make no images, not to murder, 
commit adultery, steal or covet, etc. It is speci- 
fied that the 7th day is to be kept “holy” (i.e, 
set apart to God) as a day upon which no work 
is to be done (cf. also Exodus 23:12). Not even 
the pressure of plowing time and harvest is suf- 
ficient to excuse the breaking of it (Exodus 
34:21). So seriously was it taken that the 

enalty provided for its violation was death 
(Exodus 31-14f) — though there is little evi- 
dence indeed (only such an incident as Num- 
bers 15:32-36) that this was in practice exacted. 
We have little positive knowledge of how the 
Sabbath was actually observed in_ pre-exilic 
Israel; but it was supposed to be a day of rest — 
from all business — though it was often enough § 
disregarded (Amos 8:5) — and a day of religious 
observance (e.g. II Kings 4:22f; Isaiah 1:12; 
Hosea 2:11). In later times with the growing 
importance of the law, it increased vastly in 
importance; and the stress continued to fall on 
abstention from all labor (e.g. Isaiah 58:13f; 
Jeremiah 17:19-27; Neh. 13:15-22). 


Why The Sabbath? 


2) Of greater importance, however, is_ the 
Theological basis with which Sabbath observance 
1s provided. ‘This takes, in general, two forms; 
and these are best illustrated in the two versions 
of the Decalogue. In Deut. 5:12-15, after the 
command that the entire household including 
animals and servants (slaves) is to rest, the 
following reason is given (vs. 14b) ... “that 
thy man-servant and thy maid-servant may 
rest as well as thou.” This hints at a humanr- 
tarian motive for the Sabbath rest, and such 
was no doubt present (cf. also Exodus 23:12). 
But then it goes on to say (vs. 15): “And thou 
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shalt remember that thou wast a servant in 
the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy -God 
brought thee out thence by a mighty hand and 


by an outstretched arm; therefore, the Lord. 


thy God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath 
Day.” The Sabbath was thus to be a day of 
joyous recollection of God’s redemptive act by 
which He released His people from bondage and 
sunmoned them to Himself. (The servant is 
included in the Sabbath rest, therefore, not 
merely for humanitarian reasons but — as in 
various passages (e.g. Deut. 12:12; 16:11f,14) 
which command the entire family together with 
its servants, strangers and dependent persons 
to rejoice together before the Lord on feast 
days — in order that the whole household might 
participate in the praise of God for what He 
had done for Israel. The whole community was 
to rest from work that it might join in the 
recollection and recitation of God’s redemptive 
acts. 


In the other version of the Decalogue (Exodus 
20:6-11) the Sabbath is based in creation itself 
(vs. 11): As God created all things in six days 
and rested from His labor on the seventh, so 
are His people to rest. Reference here is, of 
course, to the creation story which culminates 
in Genesis 2:2f. Regardless of the interpretation 
of that story in detail, its apparent aim is to 
present the Sabbath as the final act of the cre- 
ative drama. It seeks to say that not even man 
is the end of creation, still less 1s creation an 
end in itself. 


(1) The God Who was at the beginning of 
creation 1s also tts end, and the goal of creation 
is the Sabbath day of His pratse when all crea- 
tion gives Him glory. The Sabbath is nowhere 
presented as a cosmic principle, yet it is con- 
ceived of as something inherent in God’s scheme 
of things. The earthly Sabbath is to parallel 
the Heavenly rest of God. Its rest is not mere 
inactivity, but a ceasing from work which allows 
man to praise his Creator. The Sabbath is thus 
a reminder — to use the words of the Catechism 
— that “man’s chief end is to glorify God.” 


(2) In one important passage (Exodus 
31:12-17) these two theological explanations of 
the Sabbath are brought together. Here the 
Sabbath is based both in creation (vs. 17) and 
in the covenant by which Israel responded to 
God’s redemptive act (vs. 16). It is in fact, 
a “sign” of Israel’s peculiar relationship to God 
(vs. 13) as a people “sanctified” (i.e. set apart) 
to Him. Thus, as Israel kept the Sabbath, she 
witnessed to the God who was both Creator 


and Redeemer, and also gave evidence of her 


loyalty to His covenant. ‘That is, the Sabbath 
was a sign that Israel was Israel, a people set 
apart to the worship and service of God. 


It is clear, then, that in the Theology of 
the Old Testament, the Sabbath was neither 
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INCOME CHECKS 
FOR LIFE 


For Yourself - For 
Another - Or Jointly 


And ... at the same time ... your invested 
funds become a GIFT to World Missions, 
thus making it possible for you to both 
INVEST and GIVE in one transaction. 


Annuity rates range from 3% to 7.4%, 
based on age of the recipient. Payments are 
made semi-annually. The income does not 
shrink nor fluctuate—the rate never changes. 
Certain income tax exemptions are allowed on 
both principal and income. Your money be- 
comes a Living Investment in World Mis- 
sions. 


For full and detailed information about the 
many attractive features of Annuity Gifts, 


write to: 


“To Foreign Misstons a Share” 


RoarRrpD oF WorRLD Missions 
PressvTrerian Crurcn in tre Unirreo States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
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an incidental, optional thing, nor yet an end 
in itself, but a constant reminder of what God 
had done and of Israel’s status as His people. 


2. The Sabbath in the New Testament 


1) As the law gained in importance in the 
post-exilic period, and especially in the imme- 
diate pre-Christian centuries, the Sabbath re- 
ceived an ever greater stress. Indeed the keep- 
ing of it was regarded as a major test of a man’s 
loyalty to his religion. Since all work on that 
day was strictly forbidden, the need became acute 
for a more precise definition of what constituted 
work and what did not, if the Sabbath was 
not to be broken inadvertently. This definition 
the scribes provided through an ever expanding 
body of rules handed down orally. By the time 
of Christ literally scores of them had been de- 
veloped, regulating conduct on the Sabbath to 
the minutest detail; and to these the Pharisees 
accorded an authority virtually equal to that of 
Scripture. While godly Jews found a joy in 


the keeping of them, the result was that the 


Sabbath was rigidly circumscribed by law, and 
the spirit tended to sink behind the letter. Our 
Lord’s teaching concerning the Sabbath must 
be understood in the light of this. Virtually all 
that He said on the subject is in a polemical 
context as He disputed with scribes and Phari- 
sees. He does not, therefore, present us with a 
rounded doctrine of the Sabbath, but rather with 
a rebuke of legalistic misuse of it. 


Christ certainly did not repudiate the Sabbath 
as such. On the contrary, it was His custom to 
worship in the synagogue, and frequently to 
teach there on the Sabbath day (e.g. Mark 1:21; 
6:2; Luke 4:16,31). He likewise observed the 
Passover and the other feasts of His people. 
Never did He suggest that the Sabbath be 
abandoned; indeed His word: ““The Son of Man 


42:12). 


is Lord also of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:8; 
Mark 2:28; Luke 6:5) both affirms the Sabbath 
and His Lordship over tt. 


But Christ did reject the oral law by which 
the scribes sought to regulate the Sabbath, and 
which was to Him no more than the command- 
ments of man. When His disciples were rebuked 
for plucking grain to eat on the Sabbath (Mat. 
thew 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5) He 
made it quite clear, citing David as an example, 
that human necessity takes precedence over the 
Sabbath law. So does the performance of re- 
ligious duty, as is illustrated by the fact that 
the priests go about their tasks on the Sabbath, 
and are guiltless (Matthew 12:5, cf. John 7:22f). 
Quoting Hosea 6:6 (Matthew 12:7) He insisted 
that what matters on the sabbath is “mercy.” 
The Hebrew word is hesed which properly sig- 
nified steadfast loyalty to the covenant, not the 
external form of observance. And He sharply 
rebuked the notion that the Sabbath was an 


end in itself, as if man was created just to 


observe it (Mark 2:27). His various works of 
healing on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:9-14; Mark 
3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11; 13:10-17; 14-16) point in 
the same direction. His point here is consist- 
ently that works of mercy for the alleviation of 
human need take precedence over the Sabbath | 
rest — a thing granted at least in theory by — 
many of the rabbis. He flatly states “tt 1s lawful 
to do good on the Sabbath day” (Matthew 


From this it is clear that while Christ rejected 
any legalistic attempt to regulate the Sabbath 
by a set of rules, He urged its observance in 
spirit and in truth. He did not see it as a day 
of dreary inactivity, but as one for the doing 
of good works, for teaching and preaching the 
gospel, as well as a day for man’s physical and 
spiritual restoration. 


by the Nazis. 


Israeli Government. 


HEADQUARTERS: 
252 North Dillon Street 


Dept. SP 
Los Angeles 26, Calif., U.S.A. 


The American-European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
founded by Rev. and Mrs. Leon Rosenberg 


Our Unique Orphanage in the Holy Land 


I. Our Orphanage in Haifa, Israel, is a Memorial to the many boys and girls | 
of Hebrew-Christians in our former Orphanage in Poland who were slain 


II. Our Orphanage is an uncompromising Gospel testimony in the Holy Land, 
established on uncontested ground, and it is officially registered with the 


Ill. It is a children’s Bible Institute for the preparation of future witnesses. 
IV. As a faith work, this unique Orphanage needs and deserves the cooperation, 
by prayer and practical assistance, of every Christ-loving person. 
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The Triumph of “Grace” Over “Law” 


2) Paul likewise seems to have repudiated 
the Jewish Sabbath. Though he often took 
advantage of it to preach in the synagogues, he 
did not apparently regard the seventh day as 
sacrosanct, or have patience with a legalistic 
observance of it (e.g. Romans 14:5f; Gal. 4:9f; 
Col. 2:16f). To him, the whole significance 
of the Sabbath, together with that of the entire 
Jewish law, had been taken up and fulfilled 
in Christ. With this last, the New Testament 
as a whole is in agreement. A classic example 
is Hebrews 4:1-11, where it is declared that the 


Sabbath rest of God, the goal both of creation 


(vs. 3f) and of the Exodus deliverance (vs. 8) 
has been given in Christ. 


Yet, for all that, the Church could not, and 
did not, dispense with the Sabbath. Partly per- 
haps to break cleanly with the Jewish law, 
chiefly because that was the day of Christ’s resur- 
rection, the custom took root even in New 
Testament times of assembling on the first day 
of the week (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 16:2). The 
Jewish Sabbath gave way to the Christian Sun- 
day, and this gradually prevailed in the Church. 


But this was no abandonment of the Sabbath, 
but a transformation of it. Legalistic regula- 
tion of the Sabbath was abrogated, but the 
theology of the Sabbath was given new meaning 
in Christ. Christ had indeed fulfilled the law 
of the covenant, but He had not abrogated 
covenant law. The Ten Commandments re- 
mained in force, that of the Sabbath no less 
than the others, but all were transfigured in th 
light of what Christ had done. | 


On the Lord’s Day the Church remembered 


-and recited God’s redemptive acts — now no 


longer the Exodus, but the deliverance in 
Christ from the bondage of sin and death. It 
was a day for men to cease mundane employ- 
ment and, recognizing the purpose and goal of 


all creation now understood in Christ, to give 
praise to the God Who had made them — and 
had now made them a new creation in Christ. 
It was a day for the people of the new covenant 
to assemble themselves as a community and, re- 
counting the gracious acts of God, thereby to 
give witness to the fact that they were the peo- 
ple of God’s calling and kingdom. For the 
Church, the Jewish law of the Sabbath could 
never return; but the Sabbath itself, its rest 
fulfilled in Christ, gained a new and eternal 
significance as a foreshadowing and earnest of 
the “Sabbath Rest” of the Christian in the Prom- 
ises of God (Hebrews 4:1-11). 


Here is “freedom” — not to do as we please, 
nor is it a “freedom” based upon “Thou shalt 
nots” but a “freedom” founded on the acknowl- 
edgement of the Sovereignty of God. 


Il. Difficulties and Dangers 


Christians who seek a wider and more faith- 
ful observance of the Lord’s Day are confronted 
by numerous temptations and obstacles, some 
of which appear to be peculiar to our time. 


1) “There is the increasing complexity of 
our technological society, with its utility systems, 
means of transportation and other industrial 
activities requiring continuous operation and 
consequently involving large numbers of per- 
sons on the Sabbath Day. There is also the 
the tremendous competition of present-day bust- 
ness, straining more and more avidly for the 
quick profit of Sunday sales, this factor being 
added to the general rush and tension of modern 
schedules. In the experience of many, the profit 
motive takes little or no account of the “One 
day in seven.’” 


2. The Problem of Leisure Time: Temptation 
To Misuse Opportunity For Right Use. 


Attention should be called, moreover, to the 
problem of increased leisure, with an ever larger 


The Eerdmans Lenten Book 
for 1958 


CHARLES R. ERDMAN‘S 


REMEMBER JESUS CHRIST 


Twelve messages that will inspire you to remember Jesus Christ, the 
risen, reigning Savior-King whose abundant life in God you may share. 


MARCH 12, 1958 


$2.00 at your bookstore 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 
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field of commercial groups making their bid 
for this extra time. The increasingly longer 
“week-end,” in particular, poses a growing threat 
as it joins with the current predominance of 
‘secular interests and a corresponding breakdown 
of our sense of the stewardship of life. One must 
have high Christian resolve if one is to keep 
the Lord’s Day effectively in the midst of a too- 
regimented and de-personalized mode of life. 
Mass-culture throws its deadening weight against 
the interests of the Christian Sabbath. We must 
have the courage often to go against the stream 
if we are to remain loyal. 


3. Who Is To Blame For The Ignorance? 


Most disturbing is the widespread indifference 
and ignorance of the church members in regard 
to the importance of sacredness of the Lord’s 
Day—this notwithstanding the fact that Sabbath 
observance is enjoined upon us by one of the 
Ten Commandments, and kept faithfully in 
precept and in practice by our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. There is a real danger that modern 
man might weaken and obscure the authority 
of the whole Decalogue, by minimizing God’s 
positive Command, “Remember the Sabbath 
Day, to keep it holy.” 


4. The Church Must Confront Her Members 
With The “Thus Saith The Lord” 


Christians need to be reminded of this fur- 
ther danger: Since, under the Gospel, we are 
freed from absolute and rigorous control of 
Jewish Law, and have in its place a higher 
motive of conduct, we tend to be afraid of 
seeming to legislate concerning the Sabbath. 
The frequent result of this is that we offer no 
effective standard in place of the “Law” and 
the Pharisaic attitude now dethroned. The im- 
pression is given that the Lord’s Day is optional 
and unimportant. Actually, there is for us the 
law of Christ and the response of grateful love 
tio make us desire to keep His ordinances. The 
Ten Commandments are not repealed, but 
rather fulfilled, in the grace and truth of the 
New Testament. | 


Without thought of any detailed legislation, 
but rather for the purpose of extending helpful 
counsel toward a right and Christian observance 
of the Lord’s Day, we suggest the following posi- 
tive steps and attitudes for the people of Christ 
today: 


Ilf. How Far Can We Go 
on the Sabbath Day? 


To the Pharisee the phrase “a Sabbath day’s 
journey” had a distinctly negative meaning. Dr. 
Halford E. Luccock has suggested that the same 
phrase can be used by Christians in a glorious, 
positive way. How far can we go on the Sab- 
bath? How much nearer to family and friends, 
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how far out in service to others, how much closer 
to God? Jesus has clearly taught us that we 
cannot legislate concerning the Sabbath, what 
we shall do or what we shall not do in specific 
instances. But there are great guiding principles 
in the Scriptures that can shape our thinking. 


1) The Sabbath is a day for the worship of 


God. Every day of our lives should include 


private worship. But specifically this one 
day in seven is set aside for the public wor- 
ship of God. It is the one time of the week 
when the congregation can assemble themselves 
together. It is a time when we give public 
testimony that man doth not live by bread alone. 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy; 
six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord 
your God.” (Exodus 20:8-10a. See also I Cor. 
16:2; Heb. 10:25). 


Anything that detracts from the public wor- 
ship of God, or leaves us less than our best 
when we come into His presence is to be de- 
plored. It is noted that the Jewish Sabbath 
began at sundown. The hours of Saturday can 
have important bearing on how we present our- 
selves for worship. Week-ends that leave God 
out, formal social functions that put pleasure 
ahead of praise, the failure to prepare our hearts 
to wait upon God, can prevent the highest ful- 
fillment of this hour. As it is the privilege of 
every Christian to be present at public worship, 
so it is our obligation not to deprive others of 
this opportunity, needlessly or heedlessly. And 
it is the responsibility of pastors and leaders of 
worship faithfully to present themselves as in- 
struments of the Holy Spirit to meet the deepest 
needs of God’s people. Many a half-empty 
Church might be filled if people were truly 
finding the bread of life. 


2) The Sabbath has traditionally been a day 
of instruction. The transmitting of our religious 
heritage from one generation to another has 
always been a solemn charge to Christian peo- 
ple. Moses taught the Hebrews: “When your 
son asks you in time to come ‘What is the 
meaning of the testimonies, and the statutes, 
and the ordinances which the Lord our God has 
commanded your’ Then you shall say to your 
son: ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt, and 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 
hand.’” (Deut. 6:20-21) So we as Christians 
would instruct our people in the greater won- 
der of God’s redemptive act in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus and Paul both went into the synagogues to 
teach the people on the Sabbath Day. — (Luke 
4:16; Acts 13:14-15; etc.) So do we in the 
Church school, in hymns, in the Scriptures and 
in the sermon which is brought forth out of 
the Word. 


3) The Lord’s Day is likewise a day of re- 
dedication. It is a day when we give proud 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


= 
+ 
ii 3 
‘ 
4 
4 
q 
be 
~ 
4 
4 


witness to the world of the covenant God has | 


made with His people. Each Sunday we make 
our public profession of faith anew as we stand 
with the congregation to worship Him, even 
as “the Lord spake unto Moses saying: Speak 
thou also unto the children of Israel, saying: 
‘Verily my sabbaths ye shall keep: for it is a 
sign between me and you throughout your gen- 
erations: that ye may know that I am the Lord 
that doth sanctify you.’” (Exodus 31:12-13) 


4) The Lord’s Day its a family day. The Old 
Testament put great stress on the solidarity of 
the home. ‘“‘And these words which I command 
thee this day shall be in thine heart. And thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, 
and when thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up.” (Deut. 6:6-7) These words suggest a 
beautiful picture of the family circle, studying 
God’s word together, taking long walks in the 


| great out-of-doors, kneeling for prayer at the 


bedside at night. Peter said: “the promise is 
unto you and unto your children . . .” and 


' when Paul baptized a Christian he included 
_ all his house. The Christian Church through 


the centuries has regarded the home as the 


_ chief teacher of our faith, and the Lord’s Day 


as a God-given opportunity for such instruction. 
Many Christians today can remember the teach- 
ing of the catechism, the reading of Bible stories, 
the singing of hymns, which were a part of 
every Sunday afternoon. 


In these days so full of activity for all the 
family, the Lord’s Day provides the best (and 


| often the only) opportunity to have all of 
_ the family together. These occasions need not, 


and should not, be occasions of dreary discipline. 


They can and should be happy occasions. The 
_ reading of good books, playing games, listening 


to great music, even the serving of special 
refreshments can be a glad part of the family’s 
day of rest and of renewal. 


It should be especially noted that the Old 
Testament carefully included all members of 
the family in the responsibility for the pro- 


_ visions for the Sabbath and other festive days: 
_ sons, daughters, manservants, maidservants, the 
_ Strangers, the fatherless, the widow. (See Deut. 
12:12; 16:11,52,14; etc.) 


5) The Lord’s Day is a day of rest. Let it 


_ be said again that this does not mean a day 


of physical inactivity. For many, exercise can 
be a means of rest. The words “sanctify,” 
“Hallow,” “Holy” convey the thought of setting 
apart, of making different from all the rest. 
It is a time of re-creation, or renewal. Works 
of necessity and mercy were specifically engaged 
in by Christ himself. But the rapid spread 


_ of Sunday businesses, apparently engaged only 


in the mad pursuit of profit, finds no justifica- 
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tion in the Christian teaching of the Sabbath. 


“Six days shall you labor and do all your work 
..” (Exodus 20:9) 


These questions might well be asked of the 
activities of this day: 
Is it good for my body, mind, and soul? 
Is it helpful to my fellow man? 
Is the purpose more for service than for gain? 


Is it worshipful? Is it to the glory of God? 


6) ‘The Lord’s Day is a day of Christian 


service. ‘The example of our Lord has forever 


established this principle. “Is it lawful to do 
good on the Sabbath day or to do evil? to 


save life or to kill?” (Mark 3:4). God’s Holy 


Day reaches its highest fulfillment as the love 
of God which we have experienced in worship, 
which we have taught our children in the 
family circle, finds expression in deeds of lov- 
ing service to our fellowmen. ‘Worship services 
in needy places, visits to those who are sick, 
letters to the far off — in these and other deeds 
our rededication achieves reality. 


7) The Lord’s Day is a day of rejoicing. The 
worship of God in both Old and New Testa- 
ments abounds with the note of praise. “This 
is the day which the Lord hath made; we will 
rejoice and be glad in it.” (Psalm 118:24) 
“T was glad when they said unto me: let us 
go into the house of the Lord.” (Psalm 122:1) 
(See Deut. 16:11, 14, etc.) This should be 
the constant theme of the Christian: “Rejoice 
in the Lord always, and again I say, rejoice.” 
(Phil. 4:4) 


“O day of rest and gladness 
O day of joy and light, 
O balm of care and sadness, 
Most beautiful, most bright; 
On thee, the high and lowly, 
Through ages joined in tune, 
Sing Holy, Holy, Holy, 
To the Great God Triune.” 


Recommendations: 


1. That the General Assembly request the 
Board of Christian Education to incorporate 
in all our educational literature, at least an- 


nually, appropriate material concerning the 
right use of Sunday; and that this Board be 
requested to report their intended procedures 
to the next General Assembly. 


2. That the General Assembly direct the 


General Council to restore to the Church Cal- 
endar an annual Sunday of emphasis on Lord’s 
Day Observance. (We suggest a Sunday as near 
Rally Day as possible.) 


3. That the responsibility for an annual 


emphasis on the Biblical basis and proper use 
of the Lord’s Day, in preparation for this Sun- 
day, be assigned to the Board of Christian 
Education. 
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Congress, much less Memphis Presbytery, 
can make any law which prohibits “the 
freedom of speech, or of the press, or 
of the people peaceably to assemble?” 


2. Are they ignorant of the fact that there 
is nothing in our Presbyterian Book of 
Church Order which gives any court of 
our Church the legal right to tell any 
group of American citizens, though they 
are members of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, when and where they can meet, 
and what they can discuss? 


3. Do they mean to say by this action that 
the various boards, agencies and commit- 
tees of our Church are above and beyond 
any criticism from the membership of 
the Church, whom they are designed to 
serve and from whom they receive their 
financial support? 


4. Can they name any instance in which this 
laymen’s group in Memphis Presbytery 
has carried on a “solicitation of funds in 
the name of the Church?” 


5. Are they ignorant of the fact that few 
of the lay members have an opportunity 
to attend a meeting of any of our church 
courts and that the y way they can 
be informed is through mailings and 
open meetings? 


6. Does this action apply to the supporters, 
directors and editors of the several inde- 
pendent church papers who are “other 
groups operating outside the authority 
of the church courts’ and have on num- 
erous occasions expressed their disap- 
proval of certain actions of various 
boards, agencies and courts of our Church? 


The Laymen’s meeting was held as scheduled 


in the Second Presbyterian Church and attend- 


ed by over 200 laymen and ministers of Mem- 
phis Presbytery. It was pointed out at this 
meeting that this action of the Presbytery was 
revealing in that it showed to what extent the 
so called “powers that be” in our Church will 
go to carry out their programs and to suppress 
any criticism and opposition on the part of 
the members of the Church. 


This action of Memphis Presbytery was 
ridiculous, in that as far as conforming with 
our Book of Church Order which contains the 
rules and regulations by which the Southern 
Presbyterian Church is governed, it isn’t worth 
the paper it is written upon. It is even more 
ridiculous in that any group of responsible 
men in places of leadership would attempt to 
use such means to intimidate a group of active, 
enlightened, influential laymen who are well 
aware of their rights. The members of all 
churches of Memphis Presbytery should rise up 
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in righteous indignation and condemn this over- 
ture and action of the Presbytery to such an 
extent that nothing like this will ever take 
place within our Church again. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 30 By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Sacraments (Ordinances) Of The Church 


Background Scripture: Matthew 26:17-29; John 6:35-59; Acts 8:26-39; 16:25-34; Romans 
6:3-11; I Corinthians 10:14-22; 11:23-29 
Devotional Reading: John 15:1-11 


What is a sacrament? A sacrament is a holy ordinance instituted by Christ wherein, by sensible 
signs, Christ and the benefits of the new covenant are represented, sealed, and applied to believers. 
If this definition of a sacrament was accepted by all, it would clear up a great deal of confusion. 
It is not acceptable to a large part of the church, and, instead of two, this part believes in seven 
sacraments. The Protestant Church as a whole accepts the two sacraments commonly called, Baptism 


and the Lord’s Supper. We can easily see how 
they correspond to our definition. They are 
both holy ordinances, instituted by Christ. ‘They 
both use “sensible signs.” In baptism, water 
is used; in the Lord’s Supper, bread and wine. 
In both the benefits of the new covenant are 
represented, sealed, and applied to believers. 
It is true that, in the case of baptism, there were 
certain “washings” and sprinkling of water and 
John the Baptist baptized the multitudes that 
came to him. 


We believe that Water Baptism takes the 
place of circumcision as the initial rite for enter- 
ing the church and that the Lord’s Supper 
takes the place of the Passover as showing forth 
His death and our Redemption. Not all Prot- 
estants will agree with us in what we believe 
about Baptism. 


Let us now consult our Shorter Catechism. 


What is baptism? Baptism is a sacrament, 
wherein the washing with water in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost, doth signify and seal our ingrafting into 
Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the 
covenant of grace, and our engagement to be 
the Lord’s. This is further explained in “A 
Brief Statement” of our beliefs: “baptism, which 
symbolizes the work of the Holy Spirit.” The 
water has no power to regenerate and cleanse, 
but only the Spirit of God; only He can make 
us children of God. 


What is the Lord’s Supper? The Lord’s Sup- 
per is a sacrament, wherein, by giving and re- 
ceiving bread and wine, according to Christ’s 
appointment, his death is showed forth; and 
the worthy receivers are, not after a corporal 
and carnal manner, but by faith, made _ par- 
_takers of His body and blood, with all His 
benefits, to their spiritual nourishment and 
growth in grace. We believe it is more than a 
memorial service; that it is real means of growth 
in grace. 
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In these two sacraments we have the work 
of the Holy Spirit represented in Baptism and 
the sacrificial death of Christ, in the Lord’s 
Supper. 


I. The Lord’s Supper Instituted: 
Matthew 26:17-29. 

The importance of this sacrament is indi- 
cated by the fact that the account of its institu- 
tion is recorded in Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
First Corinthians. While John does not give 
the words of institution as we find them in 
the other gospels, he gives much that is not 
recorded by the others. He tells of the wash- 
ing of the feet of the disciples and the dis- 
courses in the Upper Room and His great 
High Priestly Prayer in chapter 17. | 

The Passover was the most outstanding feast 
of the Jews and Jesus seems to have been careful 
to always observe it. He makes special prep- 
aration for this last one He is to keep with 
his disciples and some very solemn words of 
warning are spoken to and about Judas, as 
well as the discourses recorded by John. He 
sent two of his disciples into the city to make 
all the necessary preparation. His enemies were 
determined to put him to death and the chief 
priests had made their bargain with Judas to 
betray Him, and were only waiting for an 
opportunity. They said, not on the feast day, — 
lest there be an uproar among the people. 
Christ, our Passover, was to be crucified. when 
the hour came in the plan of God. 

It was while they were eating the Passover 
that Jesus took the bread and the wine and 
used them as symbols of His broken body 
and shed blood. In this simple and sacred 
way He would have us remember Him and 
His death for us. It is a pity that there has 
been so much controversy over this beautiful 
sacrament. The very thing which ought to 
stand for the unity of the church has been 
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and warring factions. In this we see abundant 
proof of the “devices” or “wiles” of the devil. 


It is very, very rich in its application and 
meaning. It is a Memorial Service, for we 
do it in remembrance of Him; it is an Ex- 
amination Service, for Paul says, Let a man 


examine himself, and there was an examina- 


tion among the disciples, as they said, Lord, 
is it I? It is a Communion Service for all are 
to partake in fellowship; it is a Preaching 
Service, for we proclaim the Lord’s death. It 
is a Covenanting Service, for we rededicate our- 
selves in a New Covenant. It is a Prophetic 
Service; for we show forth the Lord’s death 
“till He come” and look forward to that coming. 


Il. Jesus, the Bread of Life: John 6:35-59 


This selection is taken from the sermon which 
Jesus preached after He had fed the five thou- 
sand. The words of Jesus in verses 53-56 have 
been thought by some to refer to the Lord’s 
Supper, but I agree with Bishop Ryle and a 
host of others, including Luther and Calvin, 
that they have no reference to the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper. In verse 53 Jesus says, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you, 
and’ verse 54, whoso eateth my flesh, and 
drinketh my blood, hath eternal life. I wish 
to quote from Bishop Ryle in his notes on 
this passage. “I believe that our Lord, both 
in this text and all through this chapter, did 
not either directly or indirectly refer to the 
Lord’s Supper; that by His flesh and blood 
He did not mean the bread and wine; that 
by eating and drinking He did not mean any 
bodily act. I believe that by ‘flesh and blood’ 
He meant the sacrifice of His own body for 
us, when He offered it up as our substitute 
on Calvary. I believe that by ‘eating and drink- 
ing, He meant that communion and partici- 
pation of the benefit of His sacrifice which faith 
and faith only, conveys to the soul. I believe 
His meaning to be, ‘Except ye believe on Me 
as the one sacrifice for sin, and by faith receive 
into your hearts the redemption purchased by 
my blood, ye have no spiritual life, and will 
not be saved.’ The atonement of Christ, His 
vicarious death and sacrifice, and faith in it, 
— these things are the key to the whole pas- 
sage. I believe this must be kept steadily in 
view.” | | 
If you have, or can get access to, this splendid 
commentary, be sure to read the very full 
treatment of Bishop Ryle. In my set these notes 


are found on pages 400-407 of the volume on 
John 1 through 10:9. 


III. Philip Baptizes the Ethiopian: Acts 8:26-39 


Philip was sent from his work in Samaria to 
the desert country which goeth down from Jeru- 
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the means of separating God’s people into rival 


salem to Gaza. After he had joined himself 
to the chariot of the Ethiopian and preached 
Jesus unto him, the eunuch said to Philip as 
they came to a certain water, See, here is water; 


_ what doth hinder me to be baptized? He com- 


manded the chariot to stand still and they 
went down both into the water and he bap- 
tized him. And when they were come up out 
of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught 
away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more; 


-and he went on his way rejoicing. The picture 


is plain to my mind. We see the two men step- 
ping down out of the chariot to a little stream 
by the road side in that desert country. As 
they stand in the water Philip reaches down 
and dips up some running water and pours or 
sprinkles it on the eunuch’s head. 


IV. The Philippian Jailer is Baptized: 


Acts 16:25-34. 


When the awakened jailer sprang in and 
came trembling for fear he asked the question, 
Sirs, what must I do to be saved? Paul answered 
his question and spoke the Word of the Lord 
to all that were in his home. And he took them 
the same hour of the night and washed their 
stripes, and was baptized, he and all his, 
straightway. Again, the picture is clear to my 
own mind as I see Paul taking some of the 
water brought in a basin to wash his stripes 
and pouring it, or sprinkling it on the heads 
of all the family. Here we have a “household 
baptism.” 

V. Buried and Ratsed with Christ: 
Romans 6:3-11. 

This is the baptism of and by the Holy Spirit. 

Mere water cannot do for us what this baptism 


does. The Spirit alone can make us dead to 


sin and alive to Christ. When we are born of 
the Spirit we can indeed be freed from sin 
and made alive in Christ Jesus. 


VI. Care in Observing the Lord’s Supper: 

I Corinthians 10:14-22 and 

I Corinthians 11:23-29 

The Corinthian Christians were observing the 

sacrament of the Lord’s Supper in a careless 
and profane manner, very much like an idola- 
trous heathen feast. Paul reminds them that 
they are dealing with sacred. symbols: the cup 
of blessing stood for communion of the blood 
of Christ and the bread for His body. Indig- 
nantly, he explains in chapter 10, ye cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of 
devils; ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s 
table, and of the table of devils. In chapter 11 
he says to them, wherefore whosoever shall eat 
this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, 
unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and 
blood of the Lord. But let a man examine 


himself . . . for he that eateth and drinketh 


unworthily, eateth and drinketh judgment to 
himself. We must be very careful to observe 
it properly. 
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YOUNG PEOF 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 30 


Which You Is Dating? 


Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17 


Suggested Hymns: 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
“Give of Your Best to the Master” 
“More Like the Master” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Besides being a very enjoyable phase of 
teenage activity, dating is important to us be- 
cause it helps to develop character. We want 
to be sure that our dating serves to develop 
the right kind of character . . . Christian char- 
acter. It can work both ways. That is why 
we are asking ourselves this question: “Which 
you is dating?” 


Dating puts us to the test. It may well bring 
out the best in us... or the worst. Perhaps 
we have noticed in our friends and acquaint- 
ances that their good characteristics, and some- 
times their bad traits, are more noticeable when 
they are in the company of other young people 
of the opposite sex. It is fitting that we bring 
this series of programs on friendship to a close 
by taking measure of the kind of friendship 
we practice on our dates. 


First Speaker: 


There is in every Christian the desire to be 
unselfish, but at the same time there is the 
temptation to be selfish. Is it the selfish or 
the unselfish you which ordinarily goes on a 
date? Do you insist on doing the things you 
want to do and on going to the places where 
you want to go? Do you ordinarily date only 
those boys or girls who will give in to your 
wishes? Many of the columns for teenagers in 
our papers and magazines indicate that dating 
activity which is morally questionable is usually 
the result of someone’s desire for a “good time” 
without regard for the wishes of his date. Un- 
doubtedly some young people are lowering their 
moral standards as a concession to this kind 
of selfishness for fear that they will be left 
out if they do not. All of us need to realize 
that it is not worth very much to win the favor 
of such selfish persons. It is certainly not worth 
compromising our Christian convictions. 
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Let us hope that when you go on a date, it 
is the unselfish you that goes. Do you think 
enough of your date to be genuinely concerned 
about his or her happiness? Do you consult 
your date before making decisions about where 
to go and what to do? Do you really respect 
your date’s wishes regarding conduct and com- 
pany? Are you careful about honoring your 
parent’s wishes and rules? This refers to your 
date’s parents as well as your own. In our 
first program on the subject of friendship we 
said that there is more giving than taking in 
true friendship. You cannot be a good friend 
or a good date unless it is the unselfish you 
that is there. Even the desire to be unselfish 
should not allow you to do anything or go 
anywhere that would violate your Christian 
convictions. 


Second Speaker: 


It is only natural that when boys and girls 
who are fond of each other are together that 
they should try to make a good impression. 
When you are dating you naturally try to “put 
your best foot forward.” There is nothing wrong 
with this, but it is important that you try to 
make an honest and wholesome impression. 
Sometimes boys and girls are tempted to do 
almost anything in order to attract attention. 
Do you ever try to impress your date by being 
sarcastic or severely critical of others? Have 
you ever tried to attract attention by being 
loud and boastful or bossy? Have you tried 
to appear more mature than you are by speak- 
ing lightly of the moral and spiritual convic- 
tions of others? Have you ever implied that 
your parents have more wealth or worldly im- 
portance than they really have? Surely we must 
understand that impressions made under these 
circumstances cannot be very valuable. The per- 
son who could be so easily impressed would 
naturally be too shallow to be a sincere friend, 
and then the time would surely come when 
the false impressions would be brought to light. 


Again, let us hope that when you go on a 
date it is the honest you that goes. Of course, 
you want to make a good impression on your 
date, but you want to make that impression 
by being the kind of person you know Christ 
wants you to be. Being a Christian, you have 
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some very fine ideals and standards of conduct. 
Show your date that your respect for him or 
her makes you want to live up to those ideals 
and standards more fully than ever. It is not 
necessary to pretend that you are “worthless 
dust” as the ancient orientals did, but be per- 
fectly honest about what you are, what you 
have, and what you believe. The boy or girl 
who is attracted to you by such conduct will 
be worth knowing better. 


Third Speaker: 

In the ninth and tenth verses of the third 
chapter of Colossians Paul speaks of “putting 
off the old man and putting on the new man.” 
The “new man” is our Christian nature, and 
the “old man” is our unregenerate, or un-born- 
again, nature. As long as we live on this earth 


remnants of the old nature are to be found in 
us, even though we are sincere Christians. 


Let us be sure that when we date it is the 
“new man” who goes and not the “old man.” 
There would never be any question about our 
dating or our friendships, if we always followed 
the directions given by the Spirit of our Savior. 


_ We need to remind ourselves again that Christ 


is with us wherever we go, and that He is in- 
terested in all that we do. Does Christ go on 
dates with you? If you are a Christian, He 
does. You may let the “old man” keep Him 
hidden, but He is there, if only you will recog- 
nize Him and let Him be seen. There is a 
Christian you, that you in which Christ lives 
and reigns. ‘There is also another you, the “old 
man” you. Which you is dating? — 

Close the meeting with prayer. 


NEWS 


Billy Graham and Team Finish 
Tour of Islands of Caribbean 
and Central America; Next 
Major Crusade in San Francisco 


SAN FRANCISCO, February 17 — (Via 
Direct Wire from Mexico City) — Evangelist 
Billy Graham concluded on Sunday his month- 
long tour of the Islands of the Caribbean and 
Central America. In the 28 days of the tour 
Mr. Graham and his Team traveled 6,000 miles, 
speaking in 21 cities of 17 countries. 


The final meeting on Sunday night was a 
fitting climax to the entire tour. The Mexico 
Arena, virtually a replica of New York’s famed 
Madison Square Garden, was filled to capacity 
one-half hour before the start of the meeting 
with 18,000 persons jammed inside; other thou- 
sands filled the streets outside the Arena dis- 
rupting auto and trolley traffic. Hastily erected 
loud speakers carried the message to the thou- 
sands who waited outside. 


On Saturday night, the first meeting in 
Mexico City saw the Arena also filled to 
capacity. Both services marked a new day for 
evangelistic endeavor in Mexico. A _ veteran 
missionary of 47 years experience in Mexico 
City wept unashamedly and declared that in 
his memory no similar crowd had ever assem- 
bled for a Gospel service. | 


Thirteen hundred people responded to the 
invitation on Saturday night and were coun- 
selled in the Inquiry Room, and on Sunday 


night when it became necessary to conclude the — 
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invitation because every available space in the 
front and down the aisles was jammed, more 
than 1,800 registered decisions for Christ were 
counted, making a total of 3,100 for the two- 
day crusade in Mexico. 


Speaking directly to 398,950 persons himself, 
Billy Graham’s messages were augmented by 


those of his Associate Evangelists, who spoke 


to another 499,630 people with 6,494 recorded 
decisions for Christ. In the English-speaking 
communities Grady Wilson, Joe Blinco and 
Leighton Ford conducted preliminary cam- 
paigns which were an integral part of the entire 
tour and which lasted from 5 days to two weeks 
in each of the major cities visited. In the 
Spanish-speaking communities evangelists from 
the Latin America Mission were in charge. 


In nearly every country visited on the tour, 


~ Mr. Graham was accorded the honor of an 


audience with the President, Chief Minister 
or Governor of that country. 


In a personal interview with a representative 
of this Journal Mr. Graham expressed pro- 
found thanks to God for the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the Carribean tour. He said he had 
never experienced a greater response, nor had 
he found greater evidence of the effective work 
of Christian missions in any field of the world. 


He was particularly impressed by the strong 


leadership in the national churches, the 


unanimity of purpose by the missionaries, and 
the heart-hunger of the peoples of that area. 
Although there was active opposition from the 
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dominant church in many cities this did not 
deter the people. One national minister said, 
“This may land some of us in jail but we 
have been there before for our faith in Jesus 
Christ and we are willing to go again.” 


In the coming weeks Mr. Graham is speaking 
at Vassar, Princeton University and a number of 
other places. The San Francisco Crusade be- 
gins on April 27th. Readers of the Journal 
are urged to continue their prayers for all 
phases of this great ministry that we may truly 
see revival in our time. 


First Presbyterian Church of 
Greenville, S. C. 


Petitions Enoree Presbytery: 
January 2, 1958 


Women of the ist Presbyterian Church attend- 
ing Montreat Women’s Training Conference in 
July of 1957 reported that the principal speaker 
of the conference was Dr. James P. Robinson, a 
Negro, pastor of the Church of the Master, New 
York City. His topic was “The Other Revolution.” 
Although speakers, particularly those not connect- 
ed with our church, on occasions of this kind are 
supposed to bring inspirational addresses, the 
speaker is said to have neither quoted nor read 
any scripture; a large part of his time was devoted 
to discussion of the election of women to the 
ministry, ruling eldership and diaconate, and urg- 
ing that the women of the Presbyterian Church 
demand this right; the balance of the time being 
consumed in discussing in detail and urging com- 
plete integration of white and Negro races in 
our church. 


We understand that the speaker received a 
rather cool reception and that many of those in 
attendance on the conference were so incensed 
they refused to attend the meeting the following 
night. At this latter service, it is reported, Mrs. 
McCutcheon, Executive Secretary of the Board of 
Women’s Work, severely criticized the women for 
the cool reception given Dr. Robinson. 


It is also stated that a book authored by Dr. 
Robinson was very prominently displayed in the 
Montreat bookstore. 


Dr. Robinson knew, or should have known, be- 
fore discussing such matters that our church only 
recently overwhelmingly defeated a movement to 
elect ladies to office, and that repeated actions of 
various church bodies clearly show that our people 
are not ready to submit to integration. 


Agitation of these matters is an affront to our 
church. Montreat is maintained by the church 
as a conference center, where our most interested 
and active members go for training in their respec- 
tive work and for inspiration. 


We feel that this is not an isolated incident, but 
rather a part of a plan of a determined few to 
bring about complete integration of the races in 
our church. 


We believe that the majority of the member- 
ship of the church in an effort to avoid contro- 
versy have stood idly by and said nothing, over 
a period of many years, and have allowed those 
few who want racial integration to proceed with 
their influence. And these few with others have 
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assumed that our desire for tranquility and our 
quietness, to be approval, and acquiescence, and 
have gone beyond what we think to be the best 
interest of the church. 


Therefore: The session of the ist Presbyterian 
Church of Greenville, S. C. respectfully asks the 
Presbytery to carefully and prayerfully, consider 
the matters herein related, and, if the way. be clear, 
overture the General Assembly: 


To direct those responsible for the teaching in 
our schools and colleges and at all conferences at 
Montreat or at any other place under the Assem- 
bly’s guidance, to screen out as far as possible 
those who would foster or would teach racial in- 
tegration as basis for Christian living and be- 
lieving. 


By Order of Session. 
Respectfully, 
Clerk of Session. 


Remarks by the Rev. Robert G. Balnicky, 
Chairman Evangelism, Enoree 
Presbytery Evangelism Rally 


It is encouraging to see this good representation 
of the Churches of Enoree Presbytery here for 
this Evangelism Rally to revive the cause of person 
to person Evangelism. 


The events of the past few years ought to stir 
us to action for our Lord Jesus Christ. Never 
have we faced such uncertainty as we face in 
this hour. Since 1945, when the first atomic ex- 


plosion took place at Alamagordo, New Mexico, | 


the forces and power of scientific weapons have 
increased tremendously. 


That first bomb was said to be the sintiadont 
of 20,000 tons of TNT. The tower used to explode 
the bomb was made of ten inch railroad rails, 
weighing 90 pounds to the square foot. Yet when 
the bomb exploded, it generated one million de- 
grees of heat. The steel tower was turned into 
a cloud of steam and was thrown seven miles 
into the air. Where the tower stood there was a 
hole in the ground six feet deep and almost a 
mile wide. For more than three miles in all direc- 


tions the ground was boiled, fused and melted 


into glass. 


On August 8, 1945, at 8 o’clock in the morning 
an atomic bomb was set off on Hiroshima, Japan. 
The city of 350,000 was leveled to the ground 
and set on fire by the terrific heat of the second 
atomic explosion. But in the few years since that 
time much progress has been made in these de- 
structive weapons. The modern atomic bomb now 
has an equivalent of not 20,000 tons of TNT but 
500,000 tons of TNT. 


Then there is the Hydrogen Bomb which is many 
times more destructive than the atomic bomb. 
Whereas the atomic bomb touches ten square 
a the hydrogen bomb touches 300 - 400 square 
miles. 


Then there is the new bomb, the terrible cobalt 
bomb. It is many times more destructive than 
the hydrogen bomb because of the intense radia- 
tion of cobalt. The cobalt bomb is capable of 
rendering great sections of the earth utterly un- 
inhabitable for many years. And the sad part is 
that Russia is far ahead of the United States and 
a in the production of these super cobalt 

ombs. 
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Today we see an entirely new destructive power 
coming upon the earth with the launching of 
Sputnik No. 1 and No. 2 by the Russian Govern- 
ment and now our own made moon — called by 
some Latenik. Already we are living in an age 
of guided missiles that can travel thousands of 
miles through space to hit with accuracy the de- 
sired city or country. And now we have anti 
missiles —- soon — anti anti missile missiles. 


What kind of a future are we facing? It is 
inevitable that another war is coming. Conflicting 
ideologies are at work and both are determined 
to gain the victory. 


Now then, while Godless people are boldly pro- 
moting their program, are we to sit back and 
say nothing? No, these are days when God’s 
people MUST take action. Must wake to their 
responsibility before God. The battle today is 
one between the forces of righteousness and the 
most wicked, godless forces the world has ever 
seen. The Lord is speaking to our nation. Our 
hope and our trust must NOT be placed in our 
governments. The hope of our land is in the right- 
eous who take their stand for God and for right 
no matter what the cost. 


I close with a quotation from a French Com- 
munist paper called ‘Paix and Liberte” which 
ought to stir all of the Lord’s people to action 
in the cause of Evangelism. | 


“The Gospel is a much more powerful weapon 
for the renewal of society than is our Marxist 
philosophy. All the same, it is we who will finally 
beat you. We are only a handful, and you Chris- 
tians are numbered by the million. But if you 
remember the story of Gideon and his 300 com- 
panions, you will understand why I am right. 


“We Communists do not play with words. We 
are realists, and seeing that we are determined 
to achieve our object, we know how to obtain 
the means. Of our salaries and wages we keep 
only what is strictly necessary; and we give the 
rest for propaganda purposes. 


“To this propaganda we all consecrate all our 
free time and part of our holidays. You Christians, 
however, give only a little time and hardly any 
money for the spreading of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. How can anyone believe in the supreme 
value of the Gospel if you do not practice it? And 
if you sacrifice neither time nor money for it? 


“Believe me, it is WE who will win, for we 
believe in our Communist message and we are 


ready to sacrifice everything, even our life, in 


order that social justice shall triumph. But you 
Christians are afraid to soil your hands.”’ 


Beloved, as fellow Evangelists the question that 
faces us tonight is — What will you do with the 
Lord Jesus and His Gospel? May God bless and 
use YOU ONE and ALL! 


Kirkpatrick Elected to Broadcasting 
and Film Commission 


New York, N. Y. - (PN) — Dr. Robert Kirk- 
patrick, professor of Union Theological Seminary, 


Richmond, was one of two persons elected to 


membership of the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission of the National Council of Churches, at 
the Commission’s annual three-day meeting here, 
February 18-20. He is special consultant for the 
ad interim committee on Mass Communications 
this year, a committee of the General Assembly, 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
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- and research and administration. 


The Meeting of the Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission’ of the National Council of Churches, 
brought together nationally known professionals in 
television, radio, films, television workshops, and 
publications. Members of the Commission are 
elected to serve for three years. 


A total budget for 1958 of $1,095,560 was ap- 


proved by the Board of Managers at the Com- 


mission’s business sessions. Included in expendi- 
tures are the programming, film distribution, 
broadcast training, audience mail and solicitation, 
Anticipated 
earned income for 1958 is $254,970. 


Besides Dr. Kirkpatrick’s election, Dr. Wilbur 
Saunders, president of Colgate-Rochester Divinity 
School, a member of the American Baptist Con- 
vention, was elected to Commission membership. 


Of members representing 24 constituent denomi- 
nations of the National Council, five non-constitu- 
ents, eight National Council units, councils of 
Churches and United Church Women, a majority 
was re-elected for the next three-year terms. 


Scholarship Available for 
Interdenominational School for 


Rural Leaders 


Garrett Biblical Institute - Evanston, Illinois 
June 23 - July 25, 1958 


Dr. Rockwell Smith, Director of the Interde- 
nominational School For Rural Leaders has offered 
two scholarships for the 1958 school (June 23- 
July 25) to our denomination. A college degree 
is a minimum requirement, but he prefers those 
with a seminary degree. 


Among the courses offered will be Rural 
Sociology and Agricultural Economics for the 
Rural Minister. 


Pastors, or others, who may be interested should 


write to me, or to Dr. Smith at Garrett Biblical 


Institute in Evanston, Illinois. 


341-B Ponce de Leon Avenue, N.E., 
James M. Carr, 
Atlanta 8, Georgia 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham — (PN) — Dr. Ernest Somerville, 
pastor of First Presbyterian Church in Philadel- 
phia, Pa., returned to Birmingham for a week 
of special Lenten services at the Episcopal Church 


of the Advent here. 


He went to the Philadelphia Church pastorate 
from Central Park Presbyterian Church in Bir- 


- mingham in November, 1956. He spoke every noon 


at the Church of the Advent services the last 
week in February. 


Board of Church Extension 


Atlanta, Ga. — (PN) — The Board of Church 
Extension, at its regular meeting in Atlanta, 
February 12-13, ordered that the Division of 
Homes and Christian Welfare be set up at the 
July meeting of the Board after new Board mem- 
bers have been appointed. 


The Board has secured the services of Dr. Alan 
Keith-Lucus, professor in the School of Social 
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Work at the University of North Carolina, as 
professional advisor in the specialized areas in 
which the new Division will work. Dr. Keith- 
Lucus will not be a member of the staff of the 
Board of Church Extension, but will serve com- 
pletely in an advisory capacity, on a part-time 
basis during the remainder of 1958. He will con- 
tinue his teaching at Chapel Hill while serving 
as advisor to the new Presbyterian Division. The 
Board hopes that a Secretary of the Division may 
be obtained before the end of the year. 


Dr. Claude H. Pritchard, Secretary of the Divi- 
sion of Home Missions and Negro Work, reported 
that 125 requests, totaling $807,000, have been 
received for building projects and property pur- 
chases in 52 presbyteries. These askings were 
more than 2% times the amount available. Re- 
quests were studied in considerable detail, and 
all available funds were allocated to _ specific 
projects throughout the Assembly. 


Mr. Hal Hyde, Secretary of the Urban Church 
Department, in his report of the results of the 
One Day’s Pay Program during Extension Season 
in October of last year, said that approximately 
$725,000 was raised then for the building of new 
churches and for the strengthening of existing 
home mission opportunities. This was on a 20%- 
80% basis — 80% was retained by the presby- 
tery, and 20% was sent to the Board for redis- 
tribution to those presbyteries needing specific aid. 
The 20% amount that has been received by the 
Board was slightly short of the entire 100% that 
the Board received in 1957. Board members at 
their February meeting approved a request to 
the 1958 General Assembly for the same plan 
for this year. 


It was the last meeting of the Board for thee 
of its members who will automatically retire after 
years of service. The three, Dr. George Mauze, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, San An- 
tonio, Texas; Dr. E. T. Thompson, professor at 
Union Theological Seminary, Richmond; and Mr. 
Ralph Huie, vice-president of the First National 
Bank in Atlanta and ruling elder at Central Pres- 
byterian Church of that city, have been members 
on the Board of Church Extension since its or- 
ganization. 


Mr. Huie holds the distinguished record of 
having been on the Executive Committee of Home 
Missions, and later on the Board of Church Ex- 
tension for a total period of fifteen years and 
has never missed attending a meeting of either 
of these groups during that time. 


Seven Sunday School Extension workers were 
present at the Atlanta meeting and were intro- 
duced to Board members. The seven women, all 
serving under the Town and Country Church De- 
partment, who were presented, were Miss Marion 
Caldwell from the Synod of Alabama; Miss Bessie 
May Stribling, the Synod of Appalachia; Miss 
Margaret Hunter, Arkansas; Miss Mabel Hall, 
Florida; Miss Lois Calhoun, Kentucky; Miss Marie 
Gibert, Mississippi-Louisiana Synods; and Miss 
Blanche Garrett, the Synod of West Virginia. 


At the suggestion of the Executive Committee, 
the Board was directed to write a statement on 
the life and work of Dr. Homer McMillan, for 
inclusion in the official minutes. Dr. McMillan, 
who died in Atlanta, February 8, served for a 
number of years as Secretary of the Executive 
Committee of Home Missions and upon retirement, 
became Secretary Emeritus of the Board of Church 
Extension’s Executive Committee. 


Dr. Ben Lacy Rose, professor at Union Seminary 
in Richmond, and chairman of the Board, presided 
over the two-day session. 


PAGE 24 


Atlanta — (PN) — A new idea for laymen in 
the church is rapidly taking hold in popularity 
at the Glenoak Presbyterian Church, Atlanta. The 
approximately 250-member church has “‘Laymen’s 
Night” on the third Sunday of each month, at 
which time members of the congregation — men, 
women, or young people — plan oan conduct 
the entire worship service. 


It is believed that few, if any, other Presby- 
terian churches have initiated the services of the 
laity for regularly-scheduled programs in this way 
before, according to a statement by the Rev. Hugh 
M. Jefferson, pastor of Glenoak Church. 


Mr. Jefferson, who came to Glenoak July 1957, 
started the new Sunday night worship programs 
at the beginning of this year. 


The first such program was conducted by the 
Seniors in Glenoak Church. Under the direction 
of their leader, Mrs. James Addy, about fifteen 
young people took part, telling about their own 
activities. 


The second Laymen’s: Night was conducted by 
a group of the Men of the Church. Taking part 
in this service were James Cooper, president of 
the Men of the Church, who brought the evening’s 
message; W. H. Briscoe, T. Hershel Ellington, and 
Elder W. T. Newman, only one taking part who 
was an officer of the church-at-large. 


A significant part of the men’s program was 
the presentation to the church, of a formal or- 
ganizational charter of Glenoak Men of the 
Church. William L. Sims, president of the Men’s 
Council of Atlanta Presbytery, made the presenta- 
tion. 


The speakers and participants for Glenoak’s 
Laymen’s Night are contacted by the church’s Wor- 
ship and Music Committee, and the participants 
are responsible for planning and presenting their 
own programs. 


Presbytery of Augusta-Macon 


The twenty-seventh Stated Session was held in 


the Presbyterian Church at Perry, Georgia, Jan-. 


uary 21, with all resident ministers except two 
present and twenty-eight churches represented, in 
addition to two of our chaplains and various visitors 
and alternates. 


The pastoral relation existing between the Rev. 
J. Boyce Nelson and the Tatnall Square Church 
was dissolved as of April 5, 1958. The Presbytery 


- recognized with appreciation Mr. Nelson’s_ book,- 


“Papa Remembers Me.” The Rev. William C. Sis- 
tar was received and arrangements made to install 
him as pastor of the Warner Robins Church. 
Mr. James Malone, of the Perry Church, was re- 
ceived under care of the Presbytery as a candi- 
date for the Gospel Ministry. Plans were approved 
for the purchase of property in Augusta for future 
expansion as well as plans for an effort to estab- 
lish a Larger Parish in the Presbytery. Approval 
was given for the use of a summer worker from 
A.T.S. as well as for participation in the use of 
a Synod Area Worker. Dates for the Pioneer 
summer Camp were set for August 4-9 and for 
the Senior Conference, August 11-16, these to 
be held at Camp Stephens, Crawfordville. A special 
committee reported on the proposed Revision to 
the Book of Church Order and the recommenda- 
tions forwarded to the appropriate Assembly’s 
Committee. 


Various reports presented showed a very good 
year for the Presbytery, particularly in the field 
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of Stewardship. The total of $172,000 to benevo- 
lences represented an increase of 24% over the 
previous year and the total to budgeted causes 
reached 102%. 


Dr. W. L. McLeod was elected Moderator in 
nomination and the invitation of the First Church, 
Macon, was accepted for the next meeting to be 


held April 22, 1958. 
H. D. Earnest 


LOUISIANA 


Camp Alabama — The 39th annual meeting of 
the Layman’s Association of Red River Presbytery 
was held at the historical Alabama Church at 
Camp Alabama February 22 which has been the 
date of the spring rally for years. 


Dr. Edward Grant, director of Louisiana State 
institutions, and Dr. David Stitt, president of Aus- 
tin Seminary, were the speakers, two of the great- 
est in the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


James K. Sehon, Delhi, was elected president. 
District vice presidents were Walter Platt, Shreve- 
port J. C. Billingsly, Homer; Dr. Rayburn Smith, 
Monroe. John P. Graham, Ruston, was elected 
secretary-treasurer; Rev. Lloyd O’Neal, Ruston, 
minister advisor. 


The annual Synod of Louisiana men’s confer- 
ence will be held at Camp Alabama May 24 and 
25. B. B. Romine, Shreveport, Synod council 
president, said the principal speakers will be T 
Mack Blackburn, Knoxville, Tenn., president of 
the Assembly Men’s Council; Dallas Smith, Rich- 
mond, Va., director of department of Christian Vo- 
cation; Col. Francis Pickens Miller of Virginia; 
Dr. William H. Hall, Shreveport, Bible class teach- 
er, and Dr. Manford Gutzke, Columbia Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Registration at the Red River Presbytery rally 
Hie 229 and 300 are expected at the Synod con- 
erence. 


LOUISIANA 
New Orleans — (PN) — The Rev. Walter D. 
Langtry, pastor of the Church of the Covenant 
in New Orleans, was elected president of the 
Greater New Orleans Federation of Churches at 
the 12th annual meeting of the organization Feb- 
ruary 22. 


The following day he presided at ceremonies 
for the laying of the cornerstones of the Church 
House of the Federation, which now has 80 
member churches. 


Dr. J. D. Gray, outgoing president of the Fed- 


eration, installed the new federation officers at 


the Saturday meeting and was guest speaker at 


the dedication of the Church House. He is pastor 


of the First Baptist Church of the city. 


Dr. John S. Land, pastor of St. Charles Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church, gave the invocation when 
Mr. Langtry was installed as president. Guest 
speaker for the installation night program was 
Tom Q. Ellis, clerk of the Supreme Court of the 
State of Mississippi. 


NORTH CAROLINA 

Charlotte — (PN) — Dr. Charles Morgan Boyd, 
Presbyterian minister to hospitals in Charlotte, died 
here February 25, at age 82. He had served in 
the ministry for 55 years. 7 


A native of Cayce, Miss., Dr. Boyd served As- 
sociate Reformed Presbytery Churches in Pros- 
perity and Anderson, S. C., before coming to the 
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ministry of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., in 1910. 
From 1910 to 1981 he was pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Tuscaloosa, Ala., and pro- 
fessor of church history at the University of Ala- 
bama. He came to Charlotte in 1931 as pastor 
of Westminster Church, now Covenant Presby- 
terian. He became minister to hospitals in 1945. 


He was given the degree of Doctor of Divinity 
at Davidson College in 1920. 


Dr. Boyd had served several times as commis- 
sioner to the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., and was a trustee of the As- 
sembly from 1933 to 1952. He was president 
of the Carolinas Spastics Association from 1948 
to 1951. From 1920 to 1931, Dr. Boyd was a 
a of Columbia Theological Seminary at Deca- 
ur, Ga. 


Surviving are his wife and a brother, Will Boyd, 
of Covington, Tenn. 


“TY 


Davidson College 


Twelve Davidson College students have been 


- elected to Phi Beta Kappa and will be initiated 


on April 25. 


Ten seniors and two juniors have been tapped 
for membership in the national honorary scholar- 
ship fraternity. The seniors have maintained an 
average of B plus or better throughout 3% years 
of college studies. 3 


Six are from North Carolina: David S. Brad- 
ford and Ross J. Smyth of Charlotte, Bill C. Col- 
ston of Rocky Mount, J. Mike Martin of Davidson, 
S. Curtis Patterson of Cramerton and William E. 
Thompson of Spencer. 


Others are Fairman P. Cumming of Nashville, 
Tenn.; George H. Gilmer of Hampton-Sydney, Va.; 
Tom F. Thrailkill of Hapeville, Ga.; and Willard 


W. Wolfe of Gainesville, Ga. 


The two members of the Junior Class elected 
have maintained A average for 2% years or 5 


_ semesters. They are Richard F. Brubaker of 


Macon, Georgia, and W. Laurens Walker, III, of 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


Presbytery of Orange 


Orange Presbytery’s Stated Clerk, Rev. C. Lin- 
wood Cheshire, Jr., has just released the vital 
statistics for 1957. The membership is now 21,214 
—an increase of 3.85%. During the year 744 
were added by profession of faith. There were 
454 adult and 425 infant baptisms. The total con- 
tributions were $1,947,770.00, which is an increase 
over last year of $135,068.00 or 7.5%. 


Verbal Inspiration: 
Yesterday and Today 


Search The Scriptures 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Reprint from the September 12th Issue of 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal now avail- 
able as a sixteen page booklet at $1.00 per 


dozen or $6.00 per hundred postpaid. 


Order From 
The Southern : Journal 
| Weaverville, N. C. 
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Albemarle — Four members of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Albemarle have been signally 
honored by the Junior Chamber of Commerce and 
the Junior Woman’s Club by being selected as 
the community’s “Citizens of the Year’? for 1957. 
Rev. Ben F. Moore, pastor, and the entire con- 
gregation are mighty proud of this fact. 

From left to right in the enclosed photo are: 


SCHOOL 


PREACHING 


YPF &30PM 
PRAYER MEETING 


FERRE 


public. 


Death of 
Rev. E. E. Gillespie, D.D. 


Rev. Ernest Eugene Gillespie, 88, an honorably 
retired minister of Orange Presbytery, died in 
his home in Greensboro, N. C., on February 22nd 
and his funeral service was held in the First 
Presbyterian Church on the 23rd. Burial was 
in the family plot in Green Hill Cemetery. Dr. 
Gillespie, a native of Greensboro, was born October 
4, 1869. He attended Guilford College and was 
graduated from the University of North Carolina 
in 1894. At the University he was elected a 
member of the Phi Beta Kappa honorary scho- 
lastic fraternity. In 1897 he was graduated from 
the Union Theological Seminary of Virginia. Pres- 
byterian College of South Carolina conferred upon 
seg honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity 
in 


His ministry has been in the Synods of North 
and South Carolina. His first work was in Ashe 
County, N. C., from which he was called to 
become Superintendent of Home Missions in the 
Synod of North Carolina. His one pastorate was 
in the First Presbyterian Church of York, S. C. - 
1905-1924. From 1924 - 1948 he was called for 
the second time to be Superintendent of Home 
Missions for the Synod of North Carolina. Upon 
retirement he was presented with a volume of 
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letters from his friends, bound in a handsome 
red leather binding with gold edges, expressing 
to him their gratitude for his love and labors. 
In 1912 he was moderator of the Synod of South 
Carolina and in 1935 he was similarly honored 
by the Synod of North Carolina. He was the 
founder and editor of The Presbyterian News. 


Practically every facet of the work of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church has felt the impress 
of his personality and zeal. Primarily a Home 
Mission statesman and executive he has given much 
time and thought and effort to evangelism, Church 
Extension, the educational institutions, Defense 
Service Council and stewardship. He was the 
president and moving spirit of the Board of 
Trustees of the William Black Home at Montreat. 
He was the friend of churches and ministers. His 
sympathy, understanding, passion for lost souls and 
his tireless working made him the model and 
inspiration for many ministers. 


He was married to Miss Mattie Lee MclIver, 
of Gulf, N. C., who with their two children, Mrs. 
Clarence Ford, Jr., and Mr. John M. Gillespie, 
all of Greensboro, survive him. 


The funeral service was conducted by Rev. 
W.M. Currie, Rev. Harold J. Dudley and Rev. 
R. H. Stone. Twenty seven ministers were hon- 
orary pall bears. 
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Bill L. Hartsell, ‘Jaycee of the Year’; Miss Helene 
Klingbeil, “Junior Woman of the Year”; William | © 
J. Page, “Man of the Year’; and Mrs. Maude | 
Osborn, ““‘Woman of the Year’. Mr. Hartsell and 
Miss Klingbeil were named by their respective 
clubs while Mr. Page and Mrs. Osborn were se- 
: lected from nominations submitted by the general 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Columbia — Camp Congaree, the projected 183- 
acre camp and conference ground to serve the 
33 churches of Congaree Presbytery is a long step 
nearer realization. 


A contract has been let for construction of 
an eight-acre lake around which most of the 
camp’s buildings will be located. The. landscape 
architect and the building architect for the project 
is making a contour survey of the entire area. 


The camp, to be located at Longtown which is 
23 miles from Columbia, will cost about $150,000 
to complete. It is planned to accommodate 150 
campers. It is being designed for year-round use, 
and will be used for camps and conferences for 
children and young people, retreats and study 
groups, church picnics, Boy and Girl Scouts, and 
Rallies. 


Churches of the Presbytery have already con- 
tributed $8,000 toward a goal of $10,000 for the 
first phase of development of the site. This phase 
includes building an earthen dam, clearing the 
lake area, planning for water and sewerage and 
other survey work. Plans call for a spring start 
on the construction of the camp’s buildings which 
are to include a dining room - kitchen and as- 
a building, and bunk-house cottages around 
the lake. 2 


The first 23 acres of the camp site were given 
to the Presbytery by the Longtown Community 
Association. An additional 163 acres of land were 
purchased by the Presbytery for $3,500. 


Six of the Synod’s eight Presbyteries already © 


have camps as going concerns or are well under- 
way with their building programs. Camp Congaree 
will be the seventh, and Charleston Presbytery 
has recently started planning for a camp and con- 
ference site, completing the list. 


The Congaree camp committee is headed by the 
Rev. F. B. Mayes of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Columbia; and is assisted by other committee mem- 
bers including: W. J. Zeller, the Rev. Fred Debele; 
the Rev. Arthur Martin; Graham Reynolds; Mrs. 
Legare McIntosh; the Rev. Robt. Smith; Erskine 
Clarke; Richard Strachan; Henry Garratt; and 
D. E. Bowen. , 


Presbyterian College 


Clinton, S. C. — Four new officers of the Pres- 
byterian College Alumni Association have been 
named in a special election which also brought 
approval of the mail-ballot system of voting. 


Announcement came today from Ben Hay Ham- 
met, director of public relations and alumni office, 
who said close races were waged in the balloting 
open to all alumni. These men were elected: 


Alumni representative to the PC board of trus- 
tees—James Wilson, Fayetteville, N. C., lumber- 
man and member of the class of 1934, replacing 
J. Ferdinand Jacobs of Clinton who last fall was 
named a trustee by synod. 


Vice-president of the alumni association—John 
Montgomery ’29 of Columbia, managing editor 
of The State newspaper, succeeding Francis Hart 
of Anderson. : 


Alumni director for Georgia—O. A. Dunlap ’31 


of Atlanta, president of the Grant Company, to 
succeed George Ewing of Augusta. 
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Alumni director for South Carolina—Dr. Dun- 
can C. Alford ’21 Spartanburg physician who 
replaces Dr. William Peter Beckman of Columbia. 


The officers of president and of secretary- 
treasurer of the PC Alumni Association were filled 
last year for two-year terms. J. Edward Means, 
Jr. ’30 of Greenville serves as president; and A. 
Bynum Poe ’27 of Rock Hill, as secretary-treasurer. 
J. J. Cornwall ’25 of Clinton earlier this year was 
renamed president of the Walter Johnson Club, 
alumni athletic organization. 


The hundreds of alumni who participated in the 
most recent elections gave almost unanimous ap- 
proval to the proposed by-laws change authorizing 
the use of mail ballots in voting for officers. 


TENNESSEE 


Fountain City — A new educational building, 
to cost $130,000, has been approved by the con- 
gregation of Fountain City Presbyterian Church 
and plans have been drawn. 


The three-story building will be erected in the 
rear of the sanctuary and chapel. The first floor 
will have space for the crib, nursery, and kinder- 
garten departments. The second floor will have 
rooms for primary classes, church offices, choir 
rooms, and the pastor’s study. Pioneers and 
Juniors will be located on the third story. 


John Crabtree, chairman of the finance com- 
mittee, said the expansion is necessary because 
the “Sunday school has grown by leaps and 
bounds. Classes have been divided and subdivided 
until all available space is occupied.”’ Dr. Don R. 
Brandon is pastor of the church. 


TEXAS 


Kingsville — The First Presbyterian Church, 
Kingsville, Texas, has been the host church for 
three special meetings within a month’s time. | 


The South Texas Presbytery held its First 


Stated Meeting at the First Church, Kingsville, on 


January 21st and 22nd. The Reverend A. T. Dyal 


of Bay City was the convener for this meeting 
and was also elected as its first Moderator. High- 
lights of the meeting included a visit to the Pres- 
byterian Pan-American School for a barbecued- 
chicken dinner and two sermons by the guest 
preacher, the Reverend John W. Lancaster, pastor 
of the First Southern Presbyterian Church of 
Austin, Texas. 


The Women of the Church of District Six in 
South Texas Presbytery held two meetings at 
the Kingsville Church in February. On Sunday 
February 9th the Evening Circles of District met 
to hear a Bible study by Mrs. S. H. Reisner and 
a survey of Missions by Mrs. H. D. Haberyan. 


On Tuesday February 11th the Day Circles of 
District Six met in Kingsville for a program and 
luncheon. Mrs. Reisner and Mrs. Haberyan were 
speakers of this meeting also together with the 
Reverend G. W. Crofoot, executive secretary of 
South Texas Presbytery. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond — Dr. Marshall C. Dendy, executive 
secretary of the Board of Christian Education, 
will represent the Presbyterian Church U.S., this 
summer at the World Institute on Christian Edu- 
cation to be held in Japan. 
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Dr. Dendy will be one of 300 leaders from 36 
nations at the two-week institute, scheduled to 
begin July 19 at Seiwa College in Kobe, Japan. 
He will also attend the 14th World Convention on 
Christian Education in Tokyo from August 6 to 13. 


As part of his tour, Dr. Dendy will visit educa- 
tional institutions connected with the Presbyterian 
Church in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. His trip 
was announced by the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion at its regular February meeting here. 


Board members also approved plans to change 
the Earnest Worker to a quarterly publication 
from its present monthly format. The editors will 
strengthen sections of background and methods 
for teachers of primary, junior and youth groups. 


The new Earnest Worker format, to be intro- 
duced in January, 1959, will contain less general 
editorial articles and illustrative material. The 
editors also plan to omit printing the Scriptural 
text, since teachers will have their own Bibles 
to consult. 


The Adult Uniform Quarterly, a lesson guide 


for adult students, will become more of an adult 


magazine with general articles under new editorial 
plans. In January, 1959, the editors will also 
bring out a new quarterly called Uniform Lessons 
for Youth. 


A new post on the staff was created when the 
Board was authorized the securing of an assistant 
to the executive secretary. 


The Higher Education division reported spend- 
ing more than $102,000 in challenge funds during 
1957 to stimulate activity and match other funds 
by local Presbyterian groups in eleven areas of 
higher education. More than $80,000 in challenge 
funds for 1958 were also allocated. 


A slight increase in receipts from benevolences 
for 1957 was noted. These amounted to $442,248 
Sige $10,000 more than the church contributed 
in 6. 


Norfolk — In a tremendous and moving drama, 
more than 300 persons will present on March 14 
the story of the first Methodist and Presbyterian 
missionaries to go from this country to Africa, 
125 years ago. 


The “missionary drama” is entitled ‘Heralds 
of Christ,” and was written by the Rev. Ernest 
K. Emurian of Elm Avenue Methodist Church, 
Portsmouth, Va. It will come as one of the 
climactic events in a two-week commemoration 
of Norfolk’s role in the beginning of the modern 
missionary effort of the two denominations. 


Heroes of the drama, both in real life and in 
the pageant which will be presented March 14 in 
Norfolk Arena, are the Rev. Melville Cox, Meth- 
odist, and the Rev. John B. Pinney, Presbyterian. 


The two missionaries, the first ever to go out 


into foreign fields from either denomination, were 
to have sailed together from Norfolk on Nov. 1, 
1832, with a third young minister, the Rev. Joseph 
Barr, Presbyterian. Mr. Barr’s death from cholera 
disrupted his partner’s plan, so that Mr. Pinney 
did not sail with Mr. Cox, but left Norfolk January 
1, 1833. Even so, because the Jupiter, on which 
the Methodist sailed for Liberia, went by way 
of European ports, and the Roanoke, on which 
the Presbyterian sailed, went directly to Monrovia, 
Liberia, the Presbyterian missionary was already 
in Africa to welcome the Methodist when he ar- 
- rived March 7, 1833 .... 125 years ago. 
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The story of these first missionaries, and of 
the support given them by all the Christians of 
Norfolk is unfolded in “Heralds of Christ.’’ Poems, 
songs, and actual quotations from these first mis- 
slonaries are used in the drama. More than 100 
are to be in the cast, and a chorus of 200 voices 
will provide a bacl:ground for the drama. 

The pageant will be but one of many observ- 
ances planned in Norfolk and throughout the 
surrounding area. On March 9, Methodist and 
Presbyterian pastors of more than 60 Norfolk- 
area churches will exchange pulpits and preach 
sermons on world missions. Missionaries now 
serving both denominations will visit the city and 
speak to church groups, civic clubs and schools 
during the period March 9-16. A mass meeting 
of women of the two denominations is planned. 
And on March 16, Dr. Walter Judd will address 
a mass meeting in Norfolk Arena, when bronze 
tablets commemorating the sailing of Mr. Cox 
and Mr. Pinney will be unveiled. Norfolk City 
Council is cooperating in the placement of the 
plaques near the site from which the Jupiter and 
the Roanoke sailed. 

Boards of missions of the Presbyterian Churches, 
U.S., and U.S.A., and of the Methodist Church 
have cooperated in development of the pageant 
and the observing of the anniversary. Archives 
of Norfolk, record books of Norfolk churches, and 
files of the Historical Foundations of the Presby- 
terian Churches, in Philadelphia, Pa., and Mon- 
treat, N. C., provided information on the early 
missionaries. 


A Joint Committee, representing the two de- 
nominations and the officials of Norfolk prepared 
the commemorative program, under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Frank A. Brown, retired missionary 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. Ten thousand 
copies of a commemorative booklet, entitled: 
“Norfolk Remembers — Carrying Christ to 
Africa,” have been printed and are being dis- 
tributed. 


Dr. Brown, in reporting on plans for the United 
Missionary Rally on March 16, pointed out that 
this is the second time in 125 years that the Meth- 
odists and the Presbyterians have so cooperated 
in Norfolk. The first was held October 27, 1933, 
when a large audience gathered in ‘the Presby- 
terian Church of the Burrough of Norfolk’ to 
bid farewell to ten outgoing missionaries, five 
each from the two denominations. 


One of these ten was again the Rev. John 
Pinney, who had returned to America to report 
the death, from tuberculosis, of the Rev. Melville 
Cox just three months after his arrival in Africa. 
Five of these ten also died within a year, and 
Pinney himself was forced to retire from the 
missionary field in 1837, broken in health. But 
the missionary fervor and vision inspired by Cox 
and Pinney had already caught the imagination 
of Methodists and Presbyterians, and the modern 
missionary movement in those two denominations 
was launched. Thousands have followed in their 
path. It is this beginning which the Norfolk cele- 
brations are commemorating. 


The Moody Bible Story Book — 
NOW SELLING AT $3.95 


Large, clear, easy-to-read type 
639 pages (6x9 inches) 

164 two-color illustrations 

Over 400 stories in short chapters 
Attractive full-color jacket 


ORDER FROM 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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ECUMENISM AND THE EVANGELICAL. 
J. Mareellus Kik. Presbyterian Reformed Publish- 
ing Company. $3.50. 


Students of church life are forced to evaluate 
contemporary ecumenism in the light of Scripture. 
The evangelical has been sadly remiss, says Mr. 
Kik, in showing forth the teaching of Scripture 
on the unity of the church. For this reason he 
must take part of the blame for the confusion 
that exists. The Bible has a concept of ecumenism, 
observes the author, that does not correspond to 
the contemporary movement. Due to this fact, New 
Testament teachings on unity and the nature of 
the church must be studied afresh. It is therefore 
the duty of the evangelical to give Biblical con- 
tent to the term ecumenism. | 


But who is an evangelical? A definition is 


required. The author points out that historically 
the word evangelical designates one who holds 
to the absolute supremacy of Scriptures as the 
rule of faith and practice and to justification by 
free grace through faith. An evangelical may be 
recognized by the fact that he holds firmly to 
the sola scriptura and sola gratia of the Reforma- 
tion. 


The Associate Editor of Christianity Today rec- 
ognizes the need for the manifestation of greater 
visible unity, but insists that it should conform 
to the teachings of the Bible. He exegetes rele- 
vant passages of Scripture to show the Biblical 
position on unity and the real nature of the church. 
The author gives the following content to the 
word ecumenism: “Ecumenism is the movement 
in the universal visible church upon earth by 
which under the influence and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit the church comes in the unity of the 
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God 
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness 
of Christ.” In presenting this definition the 
author notes the absence in New Testament teach- 
ing of the necessity of one visible organization 
under central human control. The New Testament 
stresses faith and knowledge. 


One of the most illuminating chapters is on 
“The Councils.”” He explains that the World Coun- 
cil of Churches has a statement of faith that 
is good as far as it goes but it is entirely too 
inadequate. Furthermore there seems to be a tacit 
agreement that one may interpret the statement 
at will. He avers that actually no good reason 
exists why the World Council and the National 
Council cannot include a statement on the authority 
of Scripture in faith and life. 


_The author possesses a judicious mind and has 
given us here a real contribution to contemporary 
ecclesiology. Here is a valuable volume for Chris- 
tian workers and leaders who are looking for 
sane guidance on church relations in the light of 


Scripture. 
—J.R.R. 


MELANCTHON. Clyde Manschreck. Abingdon 


Press. $6.00. 


The author is a Reformation scholar. He serves 
as associate professor of religion at Duke Uni- 
versity. He spent 9 years in the research required 
for the writing of this biography of Melancthon. 
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based on the Creed 


standing of evangelical Christianity. 


of our Church 


Ou r Presbyterian Literature 


sy published by the 

St BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
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For 300 years after his death, Melancthon re- 
mained in obscurity. Only in recent years has 
modern Protestantism become aware of the Re- 
former’s greatness. The author finds in Melanc- 
thon the combination of two historical movements 
— the Renaissance and the Reformation. He be- 


lieves, however, that Melancthon cannot be ex- 
plained in terms of either, for he transcends both. 


Although Melancthon was never ordained to 
the ministry, he frequently preached. He was an 
ardent believer in regular church attendance. He 
maintained that regular church attendance was 
something that all people need if they are not 
to become swine and devils. On one occasion he 
wrote, “You are not to act in so brutish and 
impertinent a manner as to think it does not 
matter if I do not go to church, for it is nothing 
but popery and superstition. No, but it is bar- 
barism to neglect these privileges. There is no more 
beautiful sight than orderly and holy assemblies 
in which men are instructed of God and where 
they unite in prayer and thanksgiving. We have 
here a type of eternal life where we shall sit 
in the presence of God and His Son and hear the 
Son of God instructing us in reference to the 
greatest wonders.” In a eulogy following his death, 
Heerbrand noted that Melancthon was anxious to 
frequent public worship, not only to set a good 
example but because he knew that the Holy Spirit 
exercised His power through the Word of God and 
that the Son of God was present. 


This volume is an important addition to our 
understanding of the Protestant Reformation and 
furthermore a contribution toward a deeper under- 


—J. R. R. 


SOME GOLDEN DAYBREAK. Lee Roberson. 
Zondervan. $2.00. 


The 17 brief sermons in this volume deal largely 
with the subject of eschatology. The author is a 
pre-millenarian and answers questions in this field 
from the pre-millenarian point of view. The mes- 
sages here were first delivered to the mid-week 
prayer service of the Highland Park Baptist Church 
at Chattanooga. 


HERE AM I. Alba Reik Anthony. Greenwich 
Book Publishers. $3.00. 


Widowed and partially paralyzed by a stroke, 
Mrs. Anthony has found happiness in the Lord’s 
service. The high part of her life was her trip to 
Hawaii where she was sent by her church. This 
volume is a Christian auto-biography of a splendid 
Christian character. 
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ABRAHAM TO THE MIDDLE-EAST CRISIS. 
G. Frederick Owen. Eerdman’s. $5.95. 


The aim of the writer is to picture the tides of 
humanity, point out the ebb and flow of ideas 
and so interweave sacred and secular history as 
to form a thread of consecutive thought that in 
the light of modern archaeological research would 
constitute a readable account of the principal 
events which have transpired in or near Palestine 
during the past 4,000 years — from Abraham to 
the Middle-East Crisis. 


The author’s story begins at the white city of 
Ur when God said to Abraham, “Get thee out of 
thy country and from thy kindred and from thy 
father’s house unto a land that I will show thee 
and I will make of thee a great nation and I will 
bless thee and make thy name great and thou shalt 
be a blessing and I will bless them that bless 
thee and curse them that curseth thee and in 
thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.” 

There is a sound scholarly background behind 
this volume but it never detracts from the read- 
ability of it. Under the author’s capable hands, 
the fascinating account of centuries of conquests 
by Romans, Greeks, Arabs and Christian Cru- 
saders, the archaeological discoveries unfold like 
a novel. The many photographs add interest to 
the dramatic story. Of special timeliness is the 
concluding chapter on ‘‘Israel and the Middle East 
Crisis.”” Dr. Owen tells us ‘‘Final peace terms have 
never been signed between Israel and its neighbor- 
ing states. The spirit of hatred and revenge per- 
petually fanned, constitutes a veritable build-up 
for the fateful, faithful, frightful and culminating 
Battle of Armageddon.” 

—J.R.R. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. Gleason L. 
Archer, Jr. Baker Book House. $1.50. 


The purpose of this study manual on the epistle 
to the Hebrews is not to be a commentary in the 
usual sense of the word, but rather to serve the 
needs of a pastor, a Bible teacher, or even a col- 
lege instructor in English Bible who desires a 
handy guide to the systematic exposition of the 
pivotal New Testament book in a form well adapted 
to the average student or parishioner. The main 
stress is laid upon the careful and elaborate out- 
line showing the logical progression of the thought 
of the epistle from the standpoint of the central 
theme: the superiority of Christ to the angels, 
prophets and priests of the Old Covenant. 


DETERMINED TO LIVE. Brian Hession. Dou- 
bleday & Co. $3.50. 


Several years ago a group of doctors told Brian 
Hession that he had only 3 days to live. They said 
he had cancer and could not possibly be operated 
on successfully. He found a doctor who would 
operate and he is alive today. He returned to his 
native Britain and has resumed his career as a 
producer of religious films with an enlightened 
and burning desire to help others. This book con- 
sists of thoughts about his own life, the love he 
and his wife shared, the goodness he has found 
in work and friendships and service. It is essen- 
tially the story of one man’s victory over death 
and. disease. It is a story that touches each of us 
and one from which all can draw inspiration and 
courage and the determination to live life to the 
full. We are told here that the will to live and 
the faith to hang on to God are essential to the 
surgeon’s knife and the doctor’s skill. 


LEARNING TO KNOW THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Ada W. Smith. Abingdon Press. $1.00. 


This is a Junior Vacation Church School manual 
to be used by teachers. Much of this material is 
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of doubtful value. It is written with the assump- 
tion that the higher critical views of the Bible are 


? 


correct. 


GOLGOTHA. Andre Parrot. Philosophical Li- 


brary. $2.75. 


In this volume Professor Parrot discusses some 
of the archaeological problems connected with the 
sites of the crucifixion and the entombment. This 
book contains much information about the topog- 
raphy of Jerusalem in Herodian times and the 
tombs which were in use then. There is an inter- 
esting chapter on the history of the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre. 


SACRAMENTAL TEACHING AND PRACTICE 
IN THE REFORMATION CHURCHES. G. W. 
Bromley. Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


The divergent interpretations of the sacraments 
have occasioned much bitter strife through the 
centuries of Christian history. This seems strange 
since the sacraments are extremely simple. But 
because they are so simple in essence, Dr. Brom- 
ley states, we must not suppose that there has 
been any unanimity in interpretation of them. 
Perhaps it is a —— which carries with it 
great profundity rather than mere superficiality. 
But he insists, the fact remains that some of 
the greatest battles have been and are being 
fought over sacramental administration and under- 
standing. The author of this volume is concerned 
primarily with the sacramental practice and inter- 
pretation as they are found in the Reformation 
churches. There are 8 helpful chapters in this 
book. Four are devoted to baptism and four to 
the Lord’s Supper. The author deals with these 
sacraments with skill and clarity. 


A FAITH FOR THE NATIONS. 
Forman.. Westminster Press. $1.00. 


This book presents a keen look at the world 
situation today and the need of peoples of all 
nations to establish unity on firm foundations. 
Dr. Forman finds the necessary basis for the true 
unity in religious faith. The author also finds in 
Christian missions the visible expression of this 
deepest form of human unity—foreshadowing 
eventual unity of mankind. The main question the 
author deals with is, “How do we meet this world 
that is rushing in on us?” 


THE DOOR THAT WALKED AWAY. 
Neumann. Wartburg Press. 


This volume contains 10 stories for children by 


Charles W. 


T. 


the professor of English at Wartburg College. 


Although he teaches literature to upper classmen, 
he has the ability to write stories which appeal 
to the children. His gift of fantasy is apparent 
from the stories in the Door That Walked Away. 


IN SEARCH OF CHRISTMAS. 
Fogartie. John Knox Press. 50 cents. 


The thought conveyed in this booklet is that 
there is no new Christmas story. There never 
will be one. There is no reason to strive for 
novelty. The wondrous story of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem is continuously new. | 


SUPREME TASK. Paul B. Smith. The People’s 
Press. 50 cents. 

For a quarter of a century, the author has at- 
tended the missionary conventions in the People’s 
Church. The great principles that he has learned 
through these missionary conferences he has set 
forth in this book. He holds that these are not 
ideals that cannot be realized because he has 
seen the same principles introduced in many other 
churches and they have been revolutionized as a 


James E. 
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result. The author states that many of the things 
said in this book have been set forth in a variety 
of his father’s writings but they have never before 
been gathered together in one book and have never 
been presented in quite the same fashion. The ten 
chapters in this little book could be of real value 
to any church’s missionary program. 


ALBERT SCHWEITZER. The Story of His 
Life. Jean Pierhal. Philosophical Library. $3.00. 


Albert Schweitzer is a versatile man and has 
contributed in the fields of theology, musicology 
medical science, and sociology. This new authorized 
biography describes Schweitzer’s childhood experi- 
ences, his researches and travels, and makes in- 
teresting reading. While recognizing that Schweit- 
zer has lived an unselfish life as a medical mis- 
sionary to Africa, one must also recognize that 
many of his ideas are out of harmony with the 
Scriptures. 


COMMUNIST MENACE, THE PRESENT CHAOS 


AND OUR CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY. Arthur 


Boobus. ETSE. $1.25. 


The author has written this book to show the 
Bolshevist danger that exists today. He says there 
is a strange indifference which characterizes mod- 
ern Christianity to this danger. He calls to the 
attention of the reader many things about Com- 
munism that Christians should know in our day. 


PAUSE FOR POWER. John E. Huss. Zonder- 
van. $2.00. 


_ This book is the outgrowth of the devotional 
column written by the author for a weekly publi- 
cation in his city. It consists of devotional thoughts 
for men and women. 


TECHNIQUES OF TORCH-BEARING. E. J. 
Daniels. Zondervan. $2.50. 


This veteran evangelist brings out here his wealth 
of 25 years experience in soul-winning. The sub- 
stance of this volume was first given as the 1956 
Bob Jones University Lectures on Evangelism. One 
of the most helpful chapters in the book is on 
“Promotional Plans.’’ The author concludes b 
saying, “‘We must pray and have faith as if all 
depended on God; and then plan, promote, preach 
and work as if all depended on us.”’ 


HEICHER FILING SYSTEM. Merlo K. W. 
Heicher. Baker. $2.00. 


This book furnishes a simple and workable sys- 
tem for the filing of articles, clippings and page 
references to information and discussions, religious 
and current subjects, and books and magazines. It 
is particularly designed for ministers, missionaries, 
church school teachers and other church workers. 
The -system was developed by Dr. Heicher and has 
been used by him for years in gathering material 
for the Minister’s Manual of which he is editor. 


THE TWO CITIES. John A. Hutchison. Double- 
day & Co. $3.50. 


Starting with the social structure of the ancient 
Greek and Hebrews, Dr. Hutchison traces the de- 
velopment of economic and political philosophies 
up to the present time. He outlines for the reader 
the historical development of the more important 
modern religious viewpoints. The author raises 
and answers such questions as ,“Are religion and 
politics incompatible?” “Should the Church and 
State be separate?” ‘Can the ideal of love be 
applied to economic relations?” 

_This volume is written from a liberal point of 
view and will not make a strong appeal to con- 
Servatives. 
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read “Missionary Mamma.” 


THROUGH THE PENTATEUCH CHAPTER 
BY CHAPTER. W. H. Griffith Thomas. Eerd- 
man’s. $3.00. 


This volume represents the last important writ- 
ing of Dr. Griffith Thomas before his death. The 
material originally appeared in the weekly maga- 
zine “The Christian of London.” The first chapter 
is a study on the great principles and fruitful 
methods in learning more about the Bible. The 
second chapter is a brief introduction to the Old 
Testament, the New Testament and the Pentateuch. 
Five excellent chapters are given to each of the 
books of the Pentateuch, including an introduction — 
to each. This volume will bring a fresh blessing > 
to all who love the Holy Scriptures. 


MISSIONARY MAMMA. Ruth Seamands. Green- 
wich Book Publishers, Inc. $2.75. 


If you have ever thought that missionaries were 
a dull lot you will change your mind when you 
Ruth Seamands’ life 
is as exciting as India can make it. Everything 
seems to happen to her. Every day brings its own 
surprises and almost everything seems to break 
loose just when her husband is away in meetings. 
You will thrill at the love story and the call of 
God. You will laugh at the episode of the spoiled 
ham. You will cry when her daughters have to 
go away to boarding school. You will rejoice with 
her as many souls are brought to the comforting 
knowledge of their Saviour. Missionary life as 
Mrs. Seamands portrays it is varied and colorful. 
This is a memorable true story. 


THE COMMUNICATION OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. Hendrik Kraemer. Westminster Press. 


$2.50. 


The first chapter sets forth a fundamental the- 
ology of communication stressing the difference 
between ‘‘communication between” and “communi- 
cation of’’, a distinction that must be kept in mind 
when dealing with the problem of communicat- 
ing the Christian message. The second chapter 
treats the historical aspect of communication and 
the way in which the church came to terms with 
the world into which the gospel entered. Chapter 3 
discusses the psychological, sociological and cul- 
tural factors involved in communication. In chap- 
ter 4, Dr. Kraemer analyzes the causes and char- 
acter of the breakdown of communication and sug- 
gests that the difficulty in overcoming it is partly 
caused by the mistaken assumption that it can 
be solved merely by language and method. He 
points out that the problem of evangelism is to 
find an answer to the deeper question: How to 
recover for the church and its message a place 
of relevance and genuine authority. The conclud- 
ing chapter discusses the possibilities of restoring 
communication. 


The author stresses again the point that in 
spite of the importance of language, the main 
issue is not that of using more intelligible language 
nor of devising methods and programs as primary 
needs. It is rather that the church in fearless 
self-criticism and self-examination should recover 
again a new consciousness of its true nature and 
calling and change its ways accordingly—to reflect 
= ae that ‘“‘judgment must begin at the House 
0 


The messages in this volume were first given 
in 1956 as the Laidlaw Lectures at Knox College, 
Toronto. The main thrust is that it is difficult to 
communicate the Christian faith and we must learn 
how the communication between men which was 
broken through the fall may be restored. This is 
a timely volume. 
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